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What an exciting time we have ahead of
us as we get ready for our Vacation Bible
School, I wonder…. Have you ever won-
dered anything? Of course you have! We all
have wondered at some point. We may even
wonder about things like what makes me
unique, what gifts has God given me, what
can I learn from those around me, and how
can I spend time with God?

Kids love to explore, discover, and ex-
periment. Kids are naturally curious, but how
can we harness their curiosity to help them
wonder about the God who made them?
When you’re curious about who God is, it’s
easy to find ways to make your relationship
with Jesus grow. That’s why, in this week of
VBS, we’re going to engage kids’ imagina-
tions! Kids will not only get curious about

Dear Friends in Christ,
science, technology, engineering, and math-
ematics — they’ll get curious about the God
who created it all! They’ll hear from early
church leaders like Paul, Peter, John, and
Timothy, who helped the first Jesus-followers
wonder what made their stories unique, what
gifts God gave them and how they could use
those gifts to serve, what they could learn
from others, and how they could spend time
with God.

Through the week of June 12th -16th, our
children will learn that we don’t have a small
and distant god. They’ll learn that God is
above and beyond, among and within, high
and holy, close and compassionate. The real
God, revealed to us in the history of Israel
and in the life, death, and resurrection of

Cont on pg 2



2

Redeemer Review
Published Monthly by

Our Redeemer's
United Methodist Church
1600 W Schaumburg Road

Schaumburg IL 60194-3900
(847) 882-6116

email: Call for email address
Website: www.orumc.org

Worship Services:
 9:00 and 10:30 am

Pastor:
Rev. Shirley Pulgar Hughes

Christian Education and Youth
Ministries: Melissa Bland

Financial Secretaries: Ellen Kobylewski
and Melinda Taylor

Administrive Assistant:
Melissa Bland

Editor:
Jerry Mc Daniel

Pastor Shirley

Jesus Christ, is magnificent, mysterious, and
mighty. They will learn that they through
Christ they have the power to grasp the length
and width, and height and depth of the love of
God for us. The power to comprehend the
vastness of God’s love for us. They will learn
that when we feel that power in us, we then
are able to do far more than we ever think,
imagine or ask from God. I love that. I love
that our kids will be able to know that God’s
power does more with our lives than we can
ever think, imagine or ask.

This will also be an opportunity for us,
adults, to reawaken our senses and feel that
our God is majestic, that our God is real.
Think about this. This is HUGE! Our God
encompasses everything: past, present and fu-
ture; near and far; what we have discovered
and what remains hidden.

It is my prayer that you will take this op-
portunity to bring your children to participate
in VBS as we, together with our neighbors at
Our Saviour’s UMC, empower our children
to be followers of Christ. I also pray that you
will ask God to thrill you and your family
again with a sense of wonder and majesty, to
fill you with God’s own life, and to show you
all you can comprehend about the wide em-
brace of His divine love.
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   REFLECTIONS ON MY
TRIP TO VIETNAM—
MARCH, 2023

Bruce Bedingfield

I praise God for the help He gave me
throughout my trip to Vietnam. I felt  called to
make one more global medical mission trip
before I let my medical license expire. This
trip provided that opportunity and was a
wonderful blessing to me!

I had made three other medical mission
trips in the past. In 1991 I went to northern
Chile.  (In Chile I crossed paths with our
Pastor Shirley, and her husband David!) In
1995 I went to Zaire in central Africa to work
with Rwandan and Burundian refugees fol-
lowing the uprising in Rwanda.

Then in  2014 I went with Dr Stan Grogg,
a pediatric infectious disease specialist, to do
medical work in Nicaragua. Each mission trip
was a blessing in my life.

I decided I would like to make one more
trip with Dr Grogg. Medical service on his
trips also involves teaching (and thus influenc-
ing ) medical students. At first I considered
returning to Central Africa—this time
Uganda. But the highly dangerous Ebola virus
then appeared there this past fall. Eventually I
decided to join a trip he was making to Viet-
nam. I had never been to Asia.

I felt gratitude for never being forced to
go to Vietnam and  fight, as had so many of
my peers. And if we might consider the Viet-
namese to be our enemy, it seemed to be a
wonderful opportunity and way to “love your

enemy”!

Gail and I were both aware of and con-
cerned about the long and arduous trip. She
suggested I contact Diep Shaw, the wife of
our late former pastor, Bill Shaw. Diep, ever
the educator,  set up a Zoom meeting also
including her brother, Thang. They gave us
helpful and practical advice, yet encouraged
and appreciated the endeavor.

Our medical work in Vietnam involved
providing care at orphanages in and near
Saigon (now called Ho Chi Minh City). The
first day was at a Lutheran orphanage, the
second at a generic Protestant community
center. Our third day was at a Catholic or-
phanage, and the fourth at a  Buddhist or-
phanage (the most prominent religion in Viet-
nam.)

The children were kept quite healthy for
the most part, although they had not been
examined since before the pandemic. Some
did have acute infections and others had vari-
ous chronic diseases. Almost all had numer-
ous dental cavities.    (I sincerely told the
medical students I saw more cavities in those
four days than I saw in forty years of pediatric
practice.) Leaders of our group arranged to
have Vietnamese dental students provide care
in the future.

The community center was especially dis-
turbing. The children in the “orphanages”
were often not orphans; their mothers simply
couldn’t support the children and the fathers
too often had never been involved. In the
community the parents were struggling to par-
ent. We arranged for “Tiny Hearts of Hope”,
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a Christian relief agency working in Vietnam,
to provide nutritional assistance.

I mentioned earlier the opportunity to
teach medical students. I was especially
blessed, however, to work with a Vietnamese
medical student there. Phuoc  served as my
interpreter, but had a sincere interest in pedi-
atrics and a desire to learn all she could. How
nice to know, although I could only provide
care to children four days there, she will for
her professional career!

I also mentioned earlier our concerns
about the “arduous” travels. Little could I
have anticipated what God had in mind for
me! Three quarters into the flight between
New York and Korea, a passenger experi-
enced a “Grand Mal Seizure”.

Now I hadn’t functioned as a physician
since retiring 2 1/2 years before! But God got
us through it all about as well as possible.

We, of course, also enjoyed the opportu-
nity to be tourists in a beautiful and now quite
friendly country.

Thank you to our congregation for
your interest, support and your prayers.

And I thank God for a wonderful
“grand finale” to my medical career!

Bruce Bedingfield
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“Rejoice in hope, be patient in suffering, persevere in prayer” - Romans 12:12

Happy May!  UWF has been busy the past few months.

We held a very successful Trivia Night March 4, earning over $700. More importantly, it
was wonderful to see a full house with many visitors having a fun evening in Wesley Hall.
Tentative plans are to repeat Trivia night annually in March. It took a lot of teamwork- thanks to
all the UWF volunteers that worked hard, to the many women that donated homemade des-
serts, and especially to Marshall and Melissa!

At our quarterly meeting March 7 we filled 11 ‘Love Purses’ adding personal notes of
encouragement. These were delivered, along with extra toiletries, to the Elgin Crisis Center.
Thanks to the congregation for generous donations of purses and toiletries throughout February,
and thanks to Ronda and Pam for their work with this charity.

Following up on our packing night to Feed My Starving Children, the meals we packed on
January 27 arrived in Guatemala on March 8 and are feeding children served by ‘Food for the
Poor’.

The UWF Retreat will be rescheduled for a later date as we could not secure the location of
our choice.  Look for an update at our June meeting.

Upcoming UWF Events (add these dates to your calendars):

o Thursdays @ 3:30 p.m.- “Drop-in” for Open Ping Pong games in the Wesley Room.

o Tuesday, June 6 @ 6:30 pm – UWF Meeting and Potluck - Program: Search and
Rescue Dog demonstration.

o Tuesday, September 5 @ 6:30 pm – UWF Meeting and Potluck – Program: ‘Jake’s
Will’, a participative Murder Mystery.
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Help Wanted:
For many years the ORUMW Rummage Sale was
a much-anticipated event for the community and

the congregation. It would be great to bring
back that tradition this year! The only thing

missing is the leader(s).
The date and details could be decided, and many

helpers are available- just need a few good
women (or men) to take the lead. Check with any

UWF board member for more information.



 The next 3 pages include the conference mission challenge
to collect items needed for house-hold use, personal care,
and student needs. The target is to collect those items to
Fill The Truck by June 6 and 7.
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Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

1

7:00 PM Nar-Anon - Wesley Hall

2

10:00 AM Women's Weekly Book Study
- Room 2 

3 4

3:30 PM UWF Ping Pong in Wesley

5 6

7

9:00AM Sunday School ages 3-11 in 
Asbury Hall

10:00 AM Worship in Sanctuary - 
Nursery available 

8

7:00 PM Nar-Anon - Wesley Hall

9

10:00 AM Women's Weekly Book Study
- Room 2 

10 11

3:30 PM UWF Ping Pong in Wesley

12 13

9:00 AM UMM Meeting at Mr A's

14

NO Sunday School 

MOTHER'S DAY 

10:00 AM Worship in Sanctuary - 
Nursery available 

15 16

10:00 AM Women's Weekly Book Study
- Room 2 

6:30 PM Trustee Mtg - Wesley hall

7:15 PM Finance Committee Meeting - 
ZOOM 

17 18

3:30 PM UWF Ping Pong in Wesley

7:00 PM Ad Council meeting - ZOOM 

19 20

21

9:00AM Sunday School ages 3-11 in 
Asbury Hall

10:00 AM Worship in Sanctuary - 
Nursery available 

22 23 24 25

3:30 PM UWF Ping Pong in Wesley

26 27

28

10:00 AM Worship in Sanctuary - 
Nursery available 

29

Memorial Day (Observed)

30 31

Apr 2023
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Jun 2023
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