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The Redeemer
Review

Proclaiming Christ into the 21st Century

Isaiah 55:6-7
Seek the Lord while he may be found;

call on him while he is near.  Let the
wicked forsake their ways and the unrigh-
teous their thoughts. Let them turn to
the Lord, and he will have mercy on them,
and to our God, for he will freely pardon.

I was reflecting on this passage from the
Old Testament in the light of the killing of
fellow co-laborers in Christ in the AME
Church in Charleston, South Carolina. I
wanted to highlight the “Summer of Faith” and
the places we go that deepens our relation-
ship with God. How can we experience a
blessing daily?  And then comes this tragedy,
horrific by its nature especially when it vio-
lates the sacred space we hold so dearly. The
idea of sanctuary is old and new, offering
hospitality to all who seek God in such a time
like these. Our churches are open to all who

come to receive refreshment for body and
spirit.

I am quite sad as I write these words.
Eloquence is not what we need right now.
The whole world is watching how we re-
spond as a community of faith, as a nation
and individually. We have witnessed these
senseless acts of violence before. We grieve,
we mourn and we move on. But, the issue of
race relations remains an unfinished business
in this land that we love. We seek peace from
the Christ who gives peace to the world. The
endless commentaries in popular media with-
out a doubt focuses on the mental health
angle, motive for one’s action and the preva-
lence of gun in the culture. We do not have all
the details but I’m concerned about the after-
math. The faithful are the ones who must take
the awesome responsibility of carrying on the
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ministry laid upon their hearts. Hospitality will
continue even with a level of heightened vigi-
lance.

Christian hospitality can be a challenging
gift. Pastors often work alone in the church
office; church administrators also welcome
guests during the week, often alone offering
hope and hospitality. There are many legends
and stories in Christian Scripture and litera-
ture about doors being opened to welcome
strangers. Monasteries in the middle Ages
fostered the idea of hospitality. There is a hole
in my heart every time I say “no” to a request

because of the limit of what the church can
offer. Even a “yes” makes my heart ache be-
cause I know that I could have done more. It
is one of the “being” in ministry.

So, we join in prayer with the Emmanuel
African Methodist Episcopal Church which is
historically rooted with the Methodist move-
ment in the United States. Long ago, it sepa-
rated because of the racism that prevented
the members of the church from simply kneel-
ing in prayer.

In prayer we are made stronger as we
endeavor to seek peace in one another. I
heard words, like forgiveness, repentance,
mercy, in addition to the heartaches and sor-
row of bereaved loved ones.

I also heard a commentator who said that
the Rev. Clementa C. Pinckney, Pastor of the
Church must have been doing the right thing
because hospitality was born out of forgive-
ness, repentance and mercy.

Love prevails in the climate of animosity
and fear. We need to speak prophetic words
in the midst of racism where it exists and con-
tinue to ask “Who is my neighbor?”

Let this summer of faith be a time to
“seek the Lord while he may be  found and
call on him while he is near.” We have much
work to do in building bridges of understand-
ing and the common good.

Grace and peace to all.
Rev. Romir R. Esguerra
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Meals on Wheels is Rolling
by Betty Miller

ORUMC’s Meals on Wheels group
started meal delivery in the Hoffman Estates
area on June 9. The drivers will deliver seven
meals on Tuesdays. The seven clients have
been on a waiting list for meal delivery due to
lack of drivers.

The group consists of Doreen Gilbert,
Glen Hollingsworth, Mary and Herb
Knoppel, Julie Kuhn, John and Edie
Machonis, Doug Meneely, Fred and
Betty Miller, Greg Noxon, and Mert
Rutledge.

Following our charge to live a life of love
and grace, ORUMC is once again helping
those in need.

Rummage Sale
August 14-15 2015

Save your treasures and save the date for
the second annual UMW August Rummage
Sale!

Drop off at church will begin Sunday, Au-
gust 9. Donations of hangers and paper bags
are also appreciated.

Contact Julie Kuhn, 847-843-0663, or
Sharon Jung, 847-843-1024, with any
questions.

Community
Crisis Center

by Sally Donaldson

Please help us with any of the following
items:

Odds and Ends: Towels and washcloths,
kitchen towels, hand operated can openers,
twin size bedding ( new or used) travel size
sewing kits, paper towels, toilet paper, face
napkins, facial tissue, styrofoam cups, plastic
ware, paper plates

Summer Needs: new flip flops/slippers for
women and children, summer pajamas for
women and children, swimsuits ( new or gen-
tly used, sunblock lotion, mosquito repellent,
box & oscillating fans

Toiletries: toothpaste and tooth brushes,
bar soap, shampoo & conditioner

Food & Snacks: non-perishable canned
and boxed goods, soups, ravioli/spaghettio’s/
chile/ sloppy joe mix, applesauce, pork &
beans

Back to School Supplies: Waterproof
backpacks, notebook paper, spiral note-
books, pens/pencils/markers/crayons/erasers/
scissors/rulers/glue sticks/ 3 ring binders/ 2
pocket folders

Please place your donations for the Crisis
Center in the CCC bins located in the cabinet
to the left of the information desk in the
Narthex. Thank you for your thoughtful dona-
tions. They are very much need and appreci-
ated.

United Methodist Men
July 11, 8:00 a.m.

All men of ORUMC are invited to attend
the UMM breakfasat meeting on July 11 at
8:00 a.m.
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Youth News
by Marianne Rogenski

Vacation Bible School
July 20-23

If there are any youth who would like to
help with VBS we would be glad to have
you!—please let Marianne know

Game Night at ORUMC!
July 14, 6-8pm

Game night is for all youth—from incom-
ing 7th graders to those who have just gradu-
ated from high school. Bring your favorite in-
door or outdoor game and a snack to share!

Education News
by Marianne Rogenski

Vacation Bible School (VBS)
July 20-23

Mark your calendars for July 20-23,
6:30-8:30pm! Come join us for G-Force!
We are so excited to have you and your
friends and neighbors! Online registration is
up and running—see the church web site for
the link!

Children’s Message
Thank you to all who are providing

Children’s messages this summer during our
worship service each week—it is a wonderful
time for the children and adults of ORUMC!

Rally Day is September 13
We look forward to seeing you in Sun-

day School again in the fall!

Our birthday records have not been
updated for quite a while. If we have
missed your child’s birthday (or yours),
please give Donna in the office a call
with your dates.

Samantha Miller 7/1
Scott Huber 7/6
Christopher Rocha 7/9
Isaac Rogenski 7/12
Emily Trenn 7/12
Alexis Estrada 7/19
Joseph Stehlin 7/20
Michael Stehlin 7/20
Sarah Meyer 7/24
Antonio Wiebel 7/26
Don Rathje 7/30
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May 30  Cleaning - Fixing - Patching - Painting
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May 30  Removing, Re-Planting and Cleaning
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Planting and Sidewalk Repair

Reconstruction
As we are preparing the newsletter, the

south wall reconstruction is under way in the
Wesley Room. The existing masonry portion
of the wall is being removed and rebuilt. The
windows are being retained.
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Personal Notes

Thank You
The trustees of ORUMC would like to

extend a sincere thanks to all those who came
out for the May 30 work day. We know the
weather didn’t cooperate, but everyone stuck
it out to help beautify the landscape of our
church.

We also had a great group of workers
inside cleaning sanctuary chairs and doing
wall repairs and painting. A special thanks to
those who came back a couple of days later
to help finish paving the sidewalk. Thanks
again.

Congratulations to Luke Pepper on his
ordination as Deacon in full connection in the
United Methodist Church. Luke grew up in
our church and through ASP and Pastor Bill
Shaw found his calling to the ministry.
ORUMC is his sponsoring church.

He will continue to work with the youth at
Kingswood United Methodist Church in Buf-
falo Grove, while returning to school to pur-
sue a Master’s Degree in Special Education.

Proud of you, Luke, and our love and
prayers go with you.

If you would like to send him a card. His
address is:

1990 Selkirk Court,
Inverness, Ill. 60010.

Brynn Louisa Watson was born May
27 to Stephanie and Nick Watson. Her big
brothers are Doyle and Ryland.

Deepest sympathy to Racquel Enriquez
and familyon the death of her mother,
Teresita.
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