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 Volume 9 September, 2014

The Redeemer

Review
Proclaiming Christ into the 21st Century

September

I love September. It is that time of the

year when it’s not too hot nor too cold. It is

an in between time season of the year, when

summer is holding back the inevitable arrival

of autumn. It is full of promises waiting to be

received.

We all remember significant dates or mo-

ments in our lives. It comes as no surprise

when the language used is “nostalgia.”

September 6. It’s a date that I remember

when as a young college grad and brimming

with hope I left for the United States to follow

God’s particular call in my life. Leaving be-

hind familiar landscape and “sacred geogra-

phy” (families and friends) for a new faith

journey. Through the years, my faith was

strengthened and the goodness of God con-

tinued to overflow. A book of liturgy that I

keep in my desk has a beautiful title—An Im-

probable Gift of Blessing. That is where

God finds us. My mother was born in Sep-

tember and it was from her that I learned the

value of a deep devotional life, early prayers

in the morning and attentiveness to the sim-

plicity of the spirit.

There was a time when “Ember Days”

thrived as part of the liturgical rhythm in the

church. Traditionally, Ember Days, are four

distinct cycles within the Christian year that

last for three days. It corresponds to the four

seasons. The mood is reflective, almost peni-

tential at its core.

The theme is to implore the blessings of

the Divine for the fruits of creation. In my

mind these are like eating sweet corn in the

Midwest, Kiwifruit from New Zealand, Pa-

paya from Central America, Mangoes from

the Philippines and other fruits from many

lands. I will venture further that “Ember Days”
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are means of grace. That is to say,

Wesleyan’s (United Methodists) are passion-

ate about spirituality and faith in action.

I was so excited when I learned that Our

Redeemer’s has an “Ember Days” choir!

How beautiful to hear the blending of voices

giving praise to God and looking forward to

hearing the voices from other choirs and mu-

sical offering.

And yet the story of the practice of this

devotion has nothing to do with embers, kin-

dling, or ashes, but the bigger picture is the

invitation for the church to be on fire and

keeping the passion for our faith.

It turns out that “Ember Days” which be-

gins again in late September is more like ex-

periencing Vivaldi’s Four Seasons. In the

meantime there is Rally Day. Welcome back

Sunday for all Sunday school students. Wel-

come back to many who have been away.

God is here. God is present. Faithful in all

seasons of our lives is our God.

“ I thank my God every time I remember

you. In all my prayers for all of you, I always

pray with joy because of your partnership in

the gospel from the first day until now, being

confident of this, that he who began a good

work in you will carry it on to completion until

the day of Christ Jesus.” (Philippians 1:3-4)

See you in the Ember Days Church,

Rev. Romir R. EsguerraRev. Romir R. EsguerraRev. Romir R. EsguerraRev. Romir R. EsguerraRev. Romir R. Esguerra
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Meet-and-Greets with
Pastor Romir Esguerra

by Jon Montgomery

We are glad to welcome Pastor Romir

Esguerra, his wife Vren and their entire fam-

ily to Our Redeemer’s!  As part of welcom-

ing and getting to know Pastor Romir, SPRC

is arranging meet-and-greet opportunities with

five to six families at a time in the early eve-

nings over the next few months. We would

like to thank the Naatz, Wilkes and Gire

families who hosted the first three meet-and-

greets this past month.

Be looking for a sign-up sheet to be

posted in the Narthex for more opportunities.

If you would be willing to host a meet-and-

greet gathering, please contact Jon Montgom-

ery (jonmontgomery1@gmail.com) or Jeff

Greenwalt (jgreenwalt@thermohvac.com).

ORUMC 50th Anniversary

Reminder: To continue our 50th Anniver-

sary celebration, The Rev Bill Shaw family

will be leading our worship on September 7,

2014, at both morning church services. To

honor their service, we will be having a pot-

luck luncheon after the 10:30 am service that

morning. Bring a dish (main dish, salad, des-

sert, etc) to share with our church family as

we gather in the Wesley Room with the Shaw

family. Hope to see everyone there.

On October 12 there will be only one

service (approximately 90 minutes) at 10:00

a.m. Our bishop, Sally Dyck, will be speak-

ing during that service. Again we invite all at-

tending to join us in a traditional Methodist

potluck— to visit and celebrate our 50 years.

Please bring a dish (main dish, salad, dessert,

etc) to share and lots of good

rememberances of times at Our Redeemer’s.

Counting on seeing you there.

Open Mic Night
Sat, Nov 1, 7:00pm
Mark your calendars now and start re-

hearsing!  This is a great night for the whole

ORUMC family.  Come out and sing, re-

cite a poem, dance, play an instrument, tell

a joke, or just watch and be entertained!

There will be food, fun, and great acts for

sure!  Coming soon…watch for our event

wall in the narthex for performer, volunteer,

and donation sign-up.

Questions?  Contact Gwyn Greenwalt

at jgreenwalt1@att.net or 847-769-8436.
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Youth News:
by Marianne Rogenski

Youth Group begins September 7! We

are so excited to get back to youth group!

Youth Group leaders are Shelomi Gomes,

Ron Gorvett, Michelle Hill, Jon Mont-

gomery, and Stephanie Watson. Thank

you for volunteering to spend time with the

teens!

Youth Group
(for all in 7th through 12th
grades)

September 7,  6:30-8:30pm

Youth Group @ ORUMC                

Mexican Fiesta!

September 14, 1:30-8:30pm

Youth to Soup Kitchen @ Roger’s Park

September 21, 6:30-8:30pm

Youth Group @ ORUMC

Fun, Food, and Service

September 24,  7-8:30pm

Paint Wars @ ORUMC

September 28, 6:30-8:30pm

Youth Group @ ORUMC

October 5, 6:30-8:30pm

Youth Group @ ORUMC

October 12 NO YOUTH GROUP

October 19,  6:30-8:30pm

Youth Group @ ORUMC

October 26,  6:30-8:30pm

Youth Group @ ORUMC

For September 7—Parents are invited

to stay for the first 15 minutes to turn in forms

and hear what youth group will be all about

this year!

September 14—We will be going to the

soup kitchen in Roger’s Park. We will leave

the church at 1:30pm and return around

8:30pm. Please bring money for fast food

dinner on the way home. We need parents to

drive for this event and we need to know who

is going. Please let Marianne know by Sep-

tember 7 if your student will go and also if

you can drive.

September 21—we will discussing ways

that our youth group can serve others this

year and we will be doing a service project

that night. There will also be food and games!

PAINT WARS!—September 24—this

is an event that ORUMC is hosting and there

will be 3 other churches there! Come ready

to get wet and full of paint—and ready to

have TONS of fun! Please wear light colored

clothing that can get paint on it. This event will

be outside in the courtyard so please drop off

on the north side of the parking lot. 
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Education News:
by Marianne Rogenski

A HUGE thank you to all who led the

Children’s Message this summer—it was

wonderful each and every week and it is just

awesome that so many stepped up to do this!

THANK YOU!

Rally Day is September 7! Welcome

Back to Sunday School!

9am worship:  All teachers and students

will begin in the sanctuary. Right after the an-

nouncements the teachers will be introduced

and then teachers and students will go back

to Wesley Hall for Sunday School. After

worship parents can pick children up there.

There will be celebration cake after this ser-

vice.

10:30am worship: We will have the instal-

lation of Sunday School teachers and youth

group leaders—please come and show your

support and encouragement!

We will be having One Room Sunday

School in Wesley Hall on Sunday mornings

during the 9am worship service.

Trunk or Treat will be back at ORUMC

this October! Please watch bulletins, church

announcements, and the October newsletter

for the date!

World Communion Sunday
October 5

The special offering for this Sunday sup-

ports Scholarship. More information is com-

ing up.

We invite you to bring bread, different

kinds of bread for communion Sunday. We

will present the bread for communion and

bless the bread. We may share the bread

during fellowship hour. But most of all we

encourage you to share the bread with your

friend, neighbor, co-workers with a simple

message of hospitality.

We will have stickers available, and plas-

tic wraps so you can take bread home. De-

tails will follow soon.

Simon Enriquez 9/1

Wesley Enriquez 9/1

Ryan Randall 9/1

Jenna Edwards 9/4

Christopher Machonis 9/4

Sean  Nichols  9/4

Lindsay Oster 9/4

Sarah Pepper 9/9

Garret Brown 9/23

Joshua Brown 9/29

Taylor Swartz 9/29
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ORUMC Listening Campaign
Sept. 9 – Oct. 27, 2014
Attend a House Meeting!!

Your Faith in Action Team is excited to

offer an opportunity for us to share with one

another.  We encourage everyone to attend a

“House Meeting”!!

Goals:

1.  To strengthen relationships

2.  To educate about social justice

3.  To identify church needs

4.  To identify injustices in our community

Overall Purpose:

1.  To strengthen the church

2.  To identify 2 potential leaders

3.  To make plans for creating change

4.  To listen to each other

House meeting dates and locations:

1. Tuesday, Sept. 9 at 10:00 am, Tues.

morning book study

2. Sunday, Sept. 21 at 11:30 am at

church

3. Tuesday, Sept. 23 at 6:30, UMW

meeting at church

4. Saturday, Sept. 27 at 9:00 am at

church

5. Monday, Sept. 29 7:00 pm New Life

Bible Study at church

6. Thursday, Oct. 9 at 7:00 pm at

Naatz’s

7. Saturday, Oct. 11 at 8:00 am, UMM

meeting

8. Tuesday, Oct. 14 at 7:00 pm at Be-

ginner Bible Study

9. Monday, Oct. 28 at 7:00 pm at Ellen

Kobylewski’s

We hope to have 8-15 lay people as well

as Pastor Romir at each meeting!  Check

the proposed dates and see what works for

you.  Each meeting will last approximately 60

to 75 minutes.  We truly hope to see you.

At the end of the campaign, we will share

with the congregation the ideas which have

the highest level of interest from all the meet-

ings.  The concerns which reach beyond our

church will be reported to the Community

Renewal Society for follow up action.

You can sign up in the narthex at church

beginning August 31.

For more information, contact your Faith

in Action team members  Ellen

Kobylewski, Annette Brown, Jack

Denny, or Jill Wood-Naatz.

UMM Spiritual Congress
September 12-14
Williams Bay, WI

All men of the church are invited to attend

the Northern Illinois Conference United

Methodist Men’s Spiritual Congress Septem-

ber 13 –15 at Conference Point in Williams

Bay, WI.

The program of worship, music, work-

shops and fellowship runs from Friday

evening to Sunday morning.

You can attend any or all parts of the

program. Contact Rich Hill, 847-891-1783,

or Marshall Nystrom, 847-884-9973, for

more information.

The regular Saturday monthly UMM

meeting on September 13 is cancelled.
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THANK YOU!

A huge thank you goes to Sharon Jung

for agreeing to chair the Rummage Sale.

Thanks to Sharon, Julie Kuhn and a hard-

working group of volunteers, UMW, and the

ORUMC family for pulling off our first August

Rummage Sale!

Judging from the quantity of contributions,

the Rummage Sale served the congregation

well by allowing the re-cycling of many gently

used possessions. And judging by the line out

the door on Saturday morning, the sale

served the community, especially considering

most were not expecting an August Rummage

Sale.

Finally, the proceeds from the sale will

allow the United Methodist Women to sup-

port the church and many worthwhile charities

at the end of the year. Early indications are

that our net proceeds will be approximately

$3,300.  Saver’s will donate a percent of

their proceeds for anyone who shops there

the week after the sale, so the final number

may increase a little.

One of the new ideas leading to this suc-

cess was the ‘sale’ of the leftover goods for

$450 to Saver’s Thrift Store at 26 Golf Cen-

ter in Hoffman Estates. It was inspiring to

hear that shoppers bought large quantities of

shoes and clothing to send to several coun-

tries in Africa and to the Philippines; also

church members were able to pack and de-

liver leftover goods to local charities including

the Crisis Center and the Soup Kitchen.

Be sure to thank Sharon and all of the

hard-working women of UMW! And thanks

to everyone who helped by donating, shop-

ping, sorting, pricing, supplying food, supply-

ing hangers - many hours of work and contri-

butions went into making this year’s sale a

huge success!

United Methodist Women
Sept 23, 6:30 p.m.

UMW invites all women of the church as

well as any friends you’d like to bring to our

September gathering. We will meet at 6:30 on

Tuesday, September 23, for a potluck sup-

per. Bring a dish to pass (homemade is nice,

but some of us pick something up when

pressed for time).

Bring any of the sample sized shampoos,

conditioners, lotions, etc., that you may have

saved for our project. We will create small

cloth gift bags filled with toiletries for the

women of the Elgin Crisis Center. Come even

if you weren’t able to collect any – we will

purchase any additional supplies we need, but

we’d like to have you join us in making the

bags.
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Adult Mission Trip to NewJersey
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Rummage Sale
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IMAGINE NO MALARIA—
PUTTING IT ALL IN
PERSPECTIVE

The Ebola Virus is very much in the news

these days. Over 1,000 people have been

killed by this terrible and frightening new mi-

crobe. Eventually many times that number

may die in this terrifying outbreak. This is very

much a matter for our prayers and our con-

cern.

At first our Imagine No Malaria Task

Force considered pulling back from our ef-

forts in deference to this mysterious new dis-

ease devastating Africa. But we have been

reading and sharing statistics on Malaria that

have thus far been a bit difficult to grasp.

For better or worse, the Ebola catastro-

phe offers a new perspective on Malaria. For

in 2010 Malaria killed 655,000 people—

mostly children younger than five. There were

216 million cases of Malaria that year— al-

most all in Africa.

Ebola Virus spread is lessened by sophis-

ticated medical equipment found at Emory

University. Malaria spread is lessened by nets

and some simple instruction—easily conveyed

by trained local villagers. Ebola Virus may or

may not respond to an expensive new drug

treatment. Malaria treatment is inexpensive

and life-saving.

So we ask for your continued support as

we join the greater United Methodist Church

in its campaign to finally end the age old terror

of Malaria.You can learn more on our

church’s website, on the Northern Illinois

Conference website, and on ImagineNo

malaria.org.

If you are able, please contribute by writ-

ing a check to ORUMC, designating “Imag-

ine No Malaria” on the memo line.

Bruce Bedingfield

Community
Crisis
Center

Back to School Supply Drive for
the Community Crisis Center

Please help collect school supplies for

students in need:

Folders (2 pocket/solid color)

Spiral notebooks (one subject, wide rule/

solid colors only

Pencils (10 count standard # 2 yellow

wood)

Black pens

Scissors (gender neutral color)

Glue sticks (0.21 oz)

Rulers (wood or gender neutral color)

Crayons (24 pack/Crayola preferred)

Backpacks ( gender neutral color)

The CCC is also in need of non perish-

able canned and boxed goods.

Thank you for your continued support!
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Personal Notes

Our deepest sympathy to:  June Guthrie

and her family on the death of her husband,

Jim Guthrie.

We give thanks to God in remembrance

of the life of little Dawson Meneely, not

quite three years old, loving grandson of

Doug and Carolyn Meneely; he is now in

the arms of Jesus.

Please keep these families in your

prayers.

A big “thanks so much” to Rob Mottar

and Jeff Randall for the work and beautiful

flowers planted around our church sign in

front of the church!

We are receiving a lot of requests from

people for food, some of these people are

unable to cook and use the cans we have in

our pantry.

It has been suggested that we maybe try

and give out Subway gift cards for $5.00. We

even have a Subway Restaurant across the

street from the church.    If gift cards are

something you think you could help with,

please drop them off at the church office.

Tax Exempt Letter

We have received the new updated Tax

Exempt Letter from the Conference Trea-

surer.  The Tax Exempt letter enables you to

purchase items for the church’s ministry with-

out paying sales tax.

 The previous letter has expired.  The new

letter shows the new number and new expira-

tion date.  Please throw your old copy away

and pick up a new one on the table in the

office.
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ELGIN DISTRICT FALL LAY SERVANT ACADEMY

DATES: Saturday, October 11 and Saturday, October 25, 2014
LOCATION: First UMC, 216 E. Highland Avenue, Elgin 60120

TIMES: 8:30 AM – 3 PM – Coffee beginning at 8 AM

Lunch will be served both days

CLASSES AND INSTRUCTORS:

Basic Lay Speaking (Spanish) Rev. Miguel Nieves

Basic Lay Speaking (English) Eusebio Juni Camacho, Laity

Go Preach (English) Arnold and Elizabeth Rivera, Laity

UM Heritage (Spanish) Enid Nieves-Bosque, Laity

UM Heritage (English) Joyce Carrasco, Laity

Worship (English) Natarsha Gardner, Laity

Fees: $35.  Includes lunch and material

________________________________________________________________

Registration Form

Mail to Teresa Falkner, 37444 N. Shirley Dr., Gurnee, IL 60031 by September 30

OR email to Teresa Falkner:   ta_falkner@yahoo.com.

Name:___________________________________________________________

Church___________________________________________________________

Address__________________________________________________________

City_____________________________________________________________

Phone:___________________________________________________________

E-mail___________________________________________________________

CLASS CHOICE___________________________________________________

CHECKS PAYABLE TO: Aurora/Elgin Regional Office.
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