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Happiness

“A happy person is not a person with a
certain set of circumstances,

but rather a person with a certain set of
attitudes.” – Hugh Downs

As I am pondering about the life in 2013,
I have revisited my personal life mission
statement—“to restore the joy of salvation in
the hearts of people, so they will be happy/
joyous.” My assumption about people is ev-
eryone wants to be happy. Surely I want
myself to be happier and everyone, especially
people around me, happier also. I am hoping
that my tombstone will be engraved as “Happy
Sunny made People Happy in Christ.”

In pursing happiness for me and others,
especially in the year of 2013, however, I am
not able to ignore the statement from David
Frum, a contributing editor at Newsweek
and The Daily Beast and a CNN contribu-

tor—“2013 will be a year of crisis.” You may
read his thoughts behind this statement by
going on http://www.cnn.com/2012/09/03/
opinion/frum-food-price-crisis/index.html. It
is somewhat discouraging.

In this predicted “crisis” filled life in
2013, I think we can still maintain our “hap-
piness” by choosing a right set of attitudes in
Christ. For helping in choosing the right set
of attitudes, I would like to share a poem with
you about two frogs by Helen Lowrie
Marshall. I shared this poem before, but I
think it is worthy to share once again. It is
titled “Miracle.” It goes like this….

 Now, two little frogs in the course of
their way,

Fell into a pitcher of cream one day,
And though they both frantically

struggled about,
Quite obviously, neither one could get

out. (cont on pg 2)
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Whereupon, said the first, “Why
struggle at all?

The cream is too deep and the pitcher
too tall.

I could have leaped out if I had had
room.”

Thus, blaming her fate, she sank down
to her doom.

 
But the second frog said, “Now, I must

confess,
I’ve certainly got myself into a mess.
Things look mighty bad, but at least, I

can fight,”
And she began kicking with all of her

might;
 
And she thrashed and she struggled;
She splashed and she tore,
And when she grew weary, she only

thrashed more,
Till a miracle happened, as miracles

do
For she who just won’t admit that

she’s through…
 
The cream she was kicking grew

thicker and thick
Until there was finally no more need to

kick!
And, wondering how such good luck

came about,
She crouched on the butter she’d

made-and leaped out!

(cont from pg 1)
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(cont on pg 4)

 We, Christians, often tell ourselves that we
are FROGs (Fully Rely On God). Then, which
FROG would we like to identify ourselves with
in the poem? The first one? Or the second one?
Both frogs faced the same crisis.

The Chinese pictograph for crisis is a
combination of two symbols— the symbols
for danger with opportunity.

Crisis with “danger” attitude leads to the
dead end; however, crisis with “opportunity”
attitude leads to life. Which attitude shall we
adopt? The choice is ours! I pray that my
friends at ORUMC will choose to be “hoppy”
FROGs with an “opportunity” attitude to
bring “happy” life to the community of faith.

HAPPY NEW YEAR!
Ribbit!
 ~Pastor Sunny

Youth News
by Marianne Rogenski

I would like to extend my sympathy to all
who knew Mikias Tibebu, the Schaumburg
High School student who passed away on
December 8.

I know that many of the youth at ORUMC
knew him in some way and are deeply sad-
dened by the loss; please let me know if there
is anything that I can do for you.

New Year’s Eve Lock-in
Sr. High only!
Dec 31-Jan 1, 7pm-7am, at
ORUMC

Come and join us for fun, food, and
fellowship—and to ring in the new year!
Students are encouraged to bring friends—
please let Marianne know if you will be
coming by December 28. Bring a snack to
share and your favorite game! There will be
rooms available if students would like to
sleep—if they would, bring pillow and sleep-
ing bag. Please make sure to wear appropri-
ate clothing (no tank tops or short shorts) to
sleep in.

Parents—if you are able to chaperone
anytime during the lockin please let Marianne
know!

United Methodist Men
January 5, 8:00 a.m.
Note Date Change

All men are invited to attend the monthly
United Methodist Men’s monthly breakfast
meeting Saturday, January 5 at 8:00 a.m.

This month we will meet on the FIRST
Saturday instead of the normal second Satur-
day meeting.

After breakfast we will un-decorate the
church and pack away the Christmas decora-
tions.
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Youth Group Schedule
For all Jr. and Sr. High students

Jan 6,  6:30-8:30
Youth Group at ORUMC

Jan 13,  6:30-8:30
Youth Group at ORUMC

Jan 20, 6:30-8:30
Youth Group at ORUMC

Jan 27, 6:30-8:30
Youth Group at ORUMC

*If we do go skiing one day then we will
not have youth group that weekend.

January Birthdays
Ian Klocko 1/05
Morgan Schmidt 1/20
Megan Gaska 1/26
Jonathan Dean 1/27
Hayley Dombek 1/28
Conner Dierbach 1/28
Daniel Launhardt 1/30

(cont from pg 3)

Ski Weekend
The ski retreat weekend at Wesley Woods

has been CANCELLED this year. Instead we
will be trying to get the youth group (both Jr.
and Sr. High) together to go to Wilmot one
Saturday or Sunday in January. Dates we are
looking at are January 19, 20, 26, or 27. If
there is a date that you prefer please let
Marianne know. Look for further info in
January.

Appalachia Service Project
(ASP) 2013 News

Our next meeting for all going on the
ASP 2013 trip is January 10, 2013, 7-8:15, at
ORUMC. If you have not yet turned in your
$120 please do so at this meeting. If you
cannot make that payment but are still plan-
ning on going on the trip please contact
Marianne. There are still a few spots—espe-
cially for youth.

If ORUMC youth have friends that are
interested please let Marianne know and
please have them come to this meeting on
January 10!

30 Hour Famine
Feb 22-23

30 Hour Famine is coming February 22-
23! If you are interested in participating
please see Marianne beginning January 6 for
a consent form. Once this has been signed
you will get your fundraising packet. Invite
your friends!

Pastor Sunny’s Office Hours
 Pastor Sunny will be in the office Tues-

day-Thursday, 11:00 a.m.-6:00 p.m. unless
she has to be on duty away from the office.
People can reach  her via her cell phone
(630-501-8130) or via her email:
(pastorsunnyahn@gmail.com) if she is not in
the office.



5

Gifts from the Heart
Thank You

by Carol HollingsWorth

On behalf of ChildServ and the clients
they serve, a great BIG THANK YOU to the
45 families who sponsored 75 children. Our
congregation’s generosity is so much appre-
ciated by those who have so little. Also, a
special thank you to those who donated extra
gift cards for clients new to ChildServ and  to
those who donated wrapping paper, bows
and tape.

Thanks to Jill Wood-Naatz, Jim Naatz,
and Pam Miller for helping to check in gifts;
the Wilkes Family for helping load the gifts
into vehicles; and to Mark Harris and Glen
Hollingsworth for delivering the gifts to
ChildServ.

Scrapbooking Night at Church
Friday, Jan 18, 6:30 p.m.

Attention to any adults interested in
scrapbooking, making cards or paper craft-
ing. Join us Friday January 18 from 6:30-11
in Wesley Hall for a time to share in fellow-
ship and a common hobby. If you are an
experienced or beginner scrapbooker / card
maker or you would like to stop by and learn
more about this hobby please feel free to
attend. Please bring all of your own supplies
and any snacks or beverages for the evening.

We usually meet on the 3rd Friday of
each month, so if you can’t make it this month
mark your calendars for February 15th! We
would love to have you join us.

Please call Annette Brown 847-341-
8445 for more information.

UMM Holiday Snacks
Thanks to all who purchased UMM holi-

day snacks. The income from the sale will go
toward a variety of UMM supported projects.

Habitat for Humanity
Jan 19, 7:00 a.m.

All are invited to journey to Lake County to
work on a Habitat for Humanity project. We
will meet at church at 7:00 a.m. and carpool to
the job site. We usually return by 5:00 p.m.
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Personal Notes

Barbara Will

Barbara Will died November 23 after a
long illness.

She and her husband, Ralph, had been
long time members of Our Redeemer’s. Barb
was an early leader of the Christian Corner
Children’s Center. She was a member of the
Redeemer Ringers chime group, a teller, a
UMW member and regular at the Rummage
Sales. She and Ralph were members of the
ORUMC camping group.

She retired after teaching at Campanelli
School  for 28 years. She and Ralph moved to
Indiana several years ago and returned to
Schaumburg and later Carol Stream as Barb’s
health required more care.

She had been a good friend and a feisty
lady with a great sense of humor. She was
also renowned for her often-changing hair
color. She was a dear person who will be
sorely missed.

Our deepest sympathy to:

the Will family on the death of Ralph’s
wife, Barbara Will

the Meneely family on the death of
Doug’s father, Donald Meneely.

the Walters family on the death of Jean’s
grandmother, Beatrice Clark.

From the Net Church

Brothers and Sisters at
Our Redeemer’s UMC,

Grace and Peace! We are truly grateful and
we rejoice with glad hearts for the generosity
that God has shown us through you.

It is a real blessing in the life of this young
church to have the support and care of your
amazing congregation. We praise and thank
God for you often.

Thank you!
Eric and Kevin
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