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The Redeemer
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Proclaiming Christ into the 21st Century

Volume 3

: Pastor's Easter: New Life in Jesus Christ

.Corner

On Sunday March 23 we will cel-
ebrate Easter. Most of you who are re-
ceiving this letter have a good idea what
Easter is about. On that day the church
celebrates the resurrection of Christ. We
affirm, with songs, readingsand message,
that death doesnot havethefinal say inthe
world. We affirm, with confidence and
gusto, that Christ isrisen; IS Risen, IS
Risen, ISRisen (I tend to repeat myself at
times). What that meansfor usisthat this
isnot an historical celebration, but isin-
stead, a clear and present possibility.

Duringour preparationseasonfor Lent
we have been focusing on living that new
life. At Our Redeemer’s we know the
importance of living out our faith in Jesus
Christ through actions of charity and jus-
tice. Through theleadership of our caring
ministries council and our Micah Minis-
tries (social justice) team we know our
“walk” hasto match our “talk.” Our em-
phasis on the ministries of feeding the
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hungry, homerepair for those
in need and giving financially toward crisis
needs (i.e., Katrina) or only a small part of
what we continue to do.

This year, even as we have strongly af-
firmed our active ministries, we also have
reflected onour spiritual journey concerning
forgivenessand reconciliation. Each Sunday
we have focused on forgiveness as atheme
for thisseason, that wemight havethestrength
and courage to forgive others, but also to
have" compassionfor ourselves’ asweknow
the great gift of forgiveness we know in
Jesus Christ. As you celebrate Easter this
year | would ask that you not only continue
growing in ways of giving and service, but
take the hurt and brokenness, that place
where you have not forgiven yourself, and
giveitovertoGod. New lifethencanbemore
than new, it can be amazing.

Grace and Peace
Pastor Bill



“He has risen
from the dead ..”
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Worship Services

March 16, 9:00 & 10:30
a.m.
Palm Sunday Worship

March 20, 7:30 p.m.
Holy Thursday Worship

March 20-21
Good Friday Fast

March 21, 7:30 p.m.
Good Friday Worship

March 22, 6:33 p.m.
6:33 Saturday
Easter Celebratioin

March 23, 9:00 & 10:30
a.m.
Easter Sunday Worship
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Weareinthemiddleof Lent andlooking
forward to a joyous Easter. It is one of the
most meaningful timesof the Christianyear.
Even infrequent churchgoers are likely to
come to worship at Easter (and at Christ-
mas).

Lent for someis atime of sacrifice and
penitence—"“givingup”’ somethingyoulove,
like meat or chocolate or Starbuck’s coffee
or that fixation that rulesyour lifemorethan
it should.

Butat Our Redeemer’s, Lentisatimefor
caring for the hungry — a positive action
rather than a forfeiting action. We support
the Society of St Andrew’ sL enten program,
where money collected goes to feed the
hungry. The message on the collection bank
says it can hold $100 in quarters — which
could pay for 28 Starbuck’ s coffees or 5000
servingsof food. It endswith aday of fasting
onGood Friday toremember notonly Christ’s
suffering, but also his teachings to feed the
hungry. Andit’ shardtoforgettheglowinthe
sanctuary when it was covered with orange

Lent

globes. Eachonerepresented astarving child
- part of the ORUM C youth'’ s30-Hour Fam-
ine to increase awareness and learn about
hunger throughout the world.

While remembering Christ’s sacrifice
during Lent, we still look forward to Palm
Sunday and Easter with anticipation. Espe-
cially during the Holy week services on
Maundy Thursday and Good Friday, wehope
youwill inviteyour friendsand neighborsto
joinusinworshipandfellowshipandtobea
part of our church family.

Andon Sunday mornings, makeaspecial
effort to welcome everyone as if they are
family. During passing of the peace, shake
thehand of someoneyoudon’tknow. During
refreshments, offer acookieto someoneyou
haven’ t seen before. Duringworship, sharea
smile with a stranger across the sanctuary.
With these little acts of friendship we will
extend the blessings of Easter.

Carolyn Meneely
Director of Discipleship



by Marianne Rogenski

6:33 Worship

Comeandjoinusinour current series, Back
ToBasics! Strugglingwithwhoyouare?Not
sureif Godisreal?Wonderingwhat isat the
heart of beingaChristian?Needa“BibleBoot
Camp?’

Inthis6week L enten Seriestitled, Backto
Basics, we will get back to the grassroots of
Christianity and exploreindepthwhoweare
andwhowearetobecomeinour resurrection
lifethroughGod’ sgrace. God sacrificed Hisson
sothat wecanhavelifeeterna withHim, but our
lifewithGoddoesn't sartinHeaven...itbegins
NOW!

Don’ t missout onknowinghow believing
andtrustinginGodcanchangeyour life!”

Back to Basics Series Outline:
February 17: Whoam 1?
God created us to be with Him.

February 24: Caution: Bridge Out Ahead!
Our sin separated us from God.

March 2: I'm a Good Person, Isn't that
Enough?
Sins cannot be removed by good deeds.

March 9: | Was Saved By Body Piercings
Paying the pricefor our sin, Jesus died and
roseagain.
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March 16:“Deal or NoDeal!”
Everyone who trustsin Him alone has
eternad life.

Mar ch 22: (Easter Service: Saturday)
Celéebration! Lifethat’seternal meansthat
we will be with Jesus forever—and it starts
now!

BeginningonMarch30wewill begina3-
week seriesall about prayer.

Sr. High News

Beginning the last week in February we
are having a great discussion in Sr. High
youthgroup (Sunday nights7:30-8:30p.m.).
Wearetal king about theupcoming presiden-
tial election—looking at what issuesareim-
portant to usand who standsfor what. Come
and bring afriend—even if you don’t know
much about politicsit should beinteresting!

Jr. High News

Therewill benoyouthgrouponMarch9.
OnMarch9theconfirmationclassisgoingto
the soup kitchen—all confirmation students
should makean effort toattend. Weleavethe
church at 1:30 p.m. and return around 8:30
p.m. Bring money for McDonaldsdinner on
the way home. Parents, if you are able to
come, pleasedo. Pleasecontact Marianneby
March 2 and let her know if you will be
coming or if you cannot make it.



Youth Group News

There will be no youth groups Easter
weekend. The Easter 6:33 serviceis Satur-
day, March 22 sothereisno 6:33 on Sunday,
March 23.

ASP

Appalachia Service Project News. Our
next meetingistheretreat onMay 16-17. All
formsfor the trip are to be turned in at this
time. If you need formspleaseseeMarianne.
If you fill them out early and would like to
turntheminthat isfinel

If you are an adult leader that did not go
on the trip last year we need you to have a
background check done. ThisisanASPrule
now. The church will provide the necessary
formsand also will take care of the nominal
fee. Please see Marianne for necessary pa-
perwork.

The group leaves June 14 and returns
June 21!

Katrina Relief Team

There will be an informational meeting
forthistriponMarch 12, 7:00 p.m. at church.
Theteamwill leave on July 26 and return on
Aug 3. They will bestaying at CampHopein
Vancleave, MS. The cost per volunteer will
be $100. Anyone 18 years old or older is
wanted and needed to go on this trip. It
should be a wonderful way to serve the
people who are still in need after the 2005
storm.
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Education
by Gwyn Greenwalt
How quickly the Easter season will be
uponusthisyear! Thereareseveral thingsto
note for the month of March.

March 9 —Day Light Savings Time—Be
sure to set your clocks ahead one hour

March 16 —Palm Sunday — Thechildren
will jointhecongregation at the beginning of
the service for the waving of the palms,
followed by their regular Sunday School
classes.

March 23 — Easter Sunday —No Sunday
School. Please join us for our traditiona
Easter Sunday services.

Summer Camp
Oh, the weather outside is frightful,
But the thought of Summer Camp is so
delightful!

What's your child's thing? Maybe it's
fishing and hiking. Maybe it's music and
drama. How about water sports or horse-
back riding? The UMC Northern Illinois
Conference has a variety of safe, spiritual,
andfunsummer campsfor everybody! Sum-
mer campsarefor kidsentering 2nd gradeup
through high school, and are offered at
Reynoldswood in Dixon, IL, and at Wesley
WoodsinWilliamsBay, WI.

A limited number of summer camp bro-
churesareavailableintheNarthex. For more
information, check out the NIC website at
WWW.Niccamp.org.



30-Hour Famine
February 8 & 9

Nineteenyouthwerejoinedby about thirty
adultsinthe30-Hour Famineto raisemoney
andawarenesstofightworldhunger.

The youth participated in Bible studies,
service projects, letter writing and gamesto
passthetimeandward off hunger. They broke
thefast at 9:00p.m. on Saturday withapotluck

Supper.

United Methodist Men
March 8, 8:00 a.m.
Tony Dungy Bible Study

All menareinvitedtotheUMM monthly
meeting and Bible study. We will have a
continental breakfast at church followed by
the study. The study uses the Tony Dungy
Study book and will run through the June
UMM meeting.

Each month’ s study will stand alone, so
feel freetoattend evenif youcan't makeitto

all of the meetings.
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United Methodist Women
March 16, 9:00 a.m.

To al women: Please join the United
Methodist Women at Our Redeemer’s on
Saturday, March 16 at 9:00 am. for break-
fast andfellowship.

We will have a guest speaker from the
Mennonite religion. Thiswill be agreat op-
portunity for ustolearnabout thesimilarities
and differencesin our religions.
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by Julie Kuhn

Thank youtothemany familieswhogave
the gift of livestock from Heifer this Christ-
mas, and special thanksto all of the Sunday
School children who participated in the ark
bank collection. Through the generosity of
this congregation, a gift of an Ark will be
provided to hungry familieswherever inthe
world it is needed. The Ark includes cows,
sheep, camels, oxen, water buffalo, pigs,
beehives, goats, donkeys, ducks, rabbits,
guineapigs, geese, chicks, and [lamas.

The final count isin, and we increased
our contribution by agoat over last year! We
will be purchasing an Ark, a Heifer, and a
Goat for atotal of $5620. The Sunday School
children contributed approximately $200 in
changethey collected in the Banks.

Thanksto everyone who participated in
thisMicahMinistry.

Pleaseremember to keep the Heifer pro-
gram in mind throughout the year. Y ou can
learn more about the projects and successes
of Heifer at www.Heifer.org.

. Camping
Fal = Planning
AVIPNG  veeting

OFPPORTUNITIES

March 2, 4:00 p.m.

All members and friends of Our
Redeemer’sareinvited to attend our week-
end family campouts. We go out once a
month from June to October. We do all the
normal camping stuff and shareapotluck on
Saturday evening. On Sunday we attend a
worship service at alocal church or at the
campground.

Come to the planning meeting Sunday,
March 2 at 4:00 p.m. and help set up the
schedule for the year. We will have pizza
after the meeting and get you out in timefor
the 6:33 service.

All campers, new andold arewelcome. If
youwouldlikemoreinformation, call Jerry
McDaniel, 847-882-6116.

Mom’s Night Out
March 13, 7:00 p.m.
at The Big Bowl

Mom’ sNight Outisachancefor momsto
gooutandenjoy goodfoodandfellowship. All
arewelcome.

For moreinformationandtomakereserva-
tions, contact AnnetteBrown, 847-882-6116,
or e-mail Annetteb421@shbcolobal .net.




2008 ASP Workday

Theadultsandyouth of the2008 A SPteam
needyour help. OnMay 17, weareplanninga
workday to get prepared for our missiontrip.
What weneedfromyouaresomework projects.
If you have any projects that you have been
putting off or maybe it’s more than you can
handle, wecanhelp. A crew of 5-7 adultsand
youthwill cometoyour homeandwork their
magic and all you need to do is supply the
materials.

Some projects may include but are not
limited to:

painting

drywall repair

draintile

some floor repair or replacement
door repair or replacement

shelf installation

deck repair

retaining wall repair or installation

All applicationswill be evaluated by our
project leaders to determine what projects
wewill betaking on. Please submit applica-
tionstoM arianneRogenski or Rob M ottar
by 4/1/08.

2008 ASP Workday Application

Name:

Address;

Phone:

E-mail:

Project description (Be as specific as possible. More than one project may be accepted):

Finance Report

Thefollowingisour statusthroughtheend of January.
YTD Actual vs. Budget Through January 2008

Actual
Congregation Gifts & Tithes 22,635
Sprint & T-Mobile Rent 2,273
Other Income 3,312
Total Income 28,219
Total Expenses 40,029
Net Income (Loss) (11,810)
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Budget $ Change % Change
24,621 (1,986) -8%
2,873 (600) -21%
1,674 1,638 98%
29,167 (948) 3%
38,069 1,960 5%
(8,902) (2,908)



Chili Supper
for New
Families

February 28, 6:00 - 7:30 p.m.

Fellowship for families and individuals
new to Our Redeemer’s. Meet with other
church membersto talk and get to know Our
Redeemer’ sactivities, history and beliefs. It
will be casual and fun, with lots of chili, and
other goodies to eat.

Childcarewill beavailable.

Church Ladies Nite Out
March 19, 7:00 p.m.

The Church Ladies will be going to
Charlie' sChar Houseon Wednesday, March
19 at 7:00 p.m. Come join us and bring a
friend!

Watch your Newsl etter for our May out-
ingasitwill bevery specia! Wewill begoing
outon THURSDAY, May 22 at 7:00 p.m. to
the Melting Pot on Golf and Roselle Rdsfor
their dessert special for Ladies Only. Eat a
light dinner at home that night!

If you have any questionsor need aride,
call BevWilkesat 847-882-6116. Comejoin
usfor goodfood, funandfriendship!
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March 1, 3:00 - 11:00 p.m.

Crop for aCauseisacharity Scrapbook
Night and silent auction to benefit the Na-
tional Multiple Sclerosis Society. To date,
226 people have registered to participate.

Evenif you haven't registered to scrap-
book, pleasefeel freeto comeand joininon
the silent auction.

Volunteers are needed to help set up
February 29. If you can help, call Laura
Machonis, 847-882-6116.

Scrapbook Club
April 18, 6:00 p.m.

Any adultsinterestedin scrapbooking or
making cardsareinvited to attend the Scrap-
book Club every 3rd Friday of the month
from 6:00 - 11:00 p.m. in Wesley Hall.

Dueto the Crop for a Cause event, the
club will not meet on March 21, but will
resume on April 18.

The church doors will be locked after
8:00 p.m. If you arrive after 7:00, please call
the church, 847-882-6116, to be admitted.



ﬁj"’“ 5; Caring
Ministries
Corner
(Upcoming Caring Ministries
Activities)

Crop for a Cause March 1
Rogers Park Soup Kitchen March 9
Habitat for Humanities March 1
Good Friday Fast March 20-21

Child Serv Easter Collection
March 16, 23, and 30
L ouisiana Storm Recovery Center
July 12-August 3
Appalacian Service Project June 14-21

“Do all the good you can, by all the
means you can
In all the ways you can, in all the
places you can,
At all the times you can, to all the
people you can,
Aslong as ever you can.”

JohnWesley’ sRule
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fﬁaﬁ; Crisis Center Needs

The Crisis Center needs for March are:
BABY NEEDS: disposable diapers (larger
sizesand pull-ups) diaper wipes, baby bottles,
cupswith lids, high chairs (sturdy) car seats
and OFFI CE SUPPLIES: pens/papers/mark-
ers, whitecopy paper, 81/2" x 11", letter and
legal sizemanilafilefolders, notebook paper,
white#10envel opes, paper clips/post-it notes/
staples.
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Prayer Shawl Ministry
By Mary Knoppel
ThePrayer Shawl Ministry wasbegun at
Our Redeemer’ sin Sept 2006. Thisisoneof
the many ways that we tend to the varied
needs of our congregation and the commu-
nity. As the shawls are being knitted or
crocheted prayers are being said for those
that may receivethem. Each shawl isblessed
andthenaprayer isread whenit ispresented
to the recipient.

Anyone may be given a Prayer Shawl.
We have been blessed to be able to present
shawlstoover 50individual ssincewebegan.
Theshawlshavebeen presentedtoindividu-
alsinKentucky, Wisconsin, Michigan, Indi-
ana, Ohio, Florida, and we will have one
presented in Hawaii shortly. Thisis a far-
reaching ministry. If you know of someone
whoisinneed of aPrayer Shawl pleaseeither
contact me or the church office.

We also recently have begun making
Baptismal Blanketstobeusedwhenababyis
baptized. We have a few dedicated women
whowork ontheshawlsbut wecould always
use more.

If youcanknit or crochet or wouldliketo
learn please give me a call. We aso have
members who do not knit or crochet but
believe so strongly in thisministry that they
have donated money to buy yarnfor us. This
isalso very much appreciated. We hopethat
you will be abletojoin usin thiswonderful
ministry.



Choir Workshop

January 26 the Our Redeemer’s Music
Committeeand Chancel Choir hosted achoir
workshop with internationally-know musi-
cian, composer and director, Craig
Courtney. Our Redeemer’ schoir members
were joined by singers from 5 or 6 area
churches. Thetotal of 65 voicestruly madea
joyful noise. Weworked onseveral piecesby
Mr. Courtney that you can look forward to
hearing in the near future.

~
Cathy Scott, Craig Courtney &
Jill Wood-Naatz

Workshop Attendees

Rummage Alert!
We are in NEED of your
Rummage (Treasures)!

When — the week of May 4. The Rum-
mageSalewill beMay 9& 10! Remember no
computers, no plumbing parts or tires!

All profitsgo to charity. Any questions,
call SherrieCottrell or Shirley McDanidl.
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Habitat for Humanity
March 1, 7:00 a.m.

All members and friends of Our
Redeemer’ sareinvited to participate in the
Habitat for Humanity project. Therearetasks
availablefor avariety of skill levels.

Wemeet March 1 at 7:00 am. at church
and caravan to the project. We are usually
back home by 5:00 p.m.

Cdl Mert Rutledge or Rob Mottar,
847-882-6116, if youareableto help.



2y Shie:
kil
h%(}ﬁ; ::ff»{g

Thecongregati onextendsdeepest sympa-
thy:

ToMaryandHerb Knoppel andfamily
on the death of Mary’s great nephew, Der -

rick Herman; hewas8yearsoldandlivedin
Arkansas.

To David and Carlene Thompson and
their family on the death of David's sister,
Carol Saunders.

To Adeline DeGraaf and her family on
thedeath of her husband Rev. Doug DeGr aaf,
who passed away February 7.

Personal Notes

Rev. DeGraaf wasaformer minister of Our
Redeemer’s.

Messages of condolence may be sent to
Mrs. Adeline DeGraaf, 210 Spring Ridge
Drive, Bloomington, IL. 61704.

s

March Birthdays

Ashley Mottar 3/24
Madeleine Jane Almazan 3/25
Adam Lukowicz 3/26
Ellyanna Rogenski 3/31
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| know what you are thinking, Easter
Blessings in February? It is February and |
grant you we don’t normally think of Easter
in February. This year though, we must.
Easter comes very early and fallson March
23. It really istime to think about ordering
our Easter flowersto makeour sanctuary and
church into aplace of celebration and joy as
weremember and glory intheresurrection of
the Christ.

Cel ebrating special occasionswithflow-
ersisatime-honoredtraditionfor many parts
of the world and in the United States, in
northernlllinoisandin Our Redeemer’s, we
arenoexception. Every year wefollow “our”
tradition of buying Easter flowers and loan-
ingthemtothechurchuntil after theservices
on Easter Sunday. For those of you who are
new are Our Redeemer’s we invite you to
joinus. Itisfairly simple.

Easter Blessings

by JoAnne Gregorash

Pleasefill outtheformbelow, placeinthe
basket in the narthex or turn into the church
officewith your check and we will order the
flowers, takedelivery of theflowers, arrange
the flowers throughout the sanctuary and
narthex and then when the services are over
on Easter Sunday, you are freeto take home
whatever it isyou ordered. The deadline for
orderingisSunday, March 16, Palm Sunday.

It isimportant that you order beforethis
asl| cannot guaranteeany ordersthat comein
after that date. If you need to order now and
pay later, that isperfectly OK. | just need the
order. Our floristisvery good about tryingto
get usthe best possibleflowers. With Easter
being so early, | think thisyear’ ssupply will
probably be alittle more limited than usual,
so don’t delay, order today! The pricesthis
year will be$12.50for lilies, $11.00for tulips
or hyacinths.

Name Telephone
Quantity: Lilies Tulips Hyacinths
In Honor Of:

In Memory Of:
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