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Give thanks to the
ng'}l.oerl' Lord, for he is good;
hisloveenduresforever.

Let them give thanks to the Lord for his
unfailing love and his wonderful deeds for
men, for he satisfies the thirsty and fillsthe
hungry with good things.

Psalm 107: 1, 8,9

November isamonth of thanksgiving. In
all culturestherehastraditionally beenatime
of harvest, of bringinginthecropssothatlife
may continuethroughthecold, harshwinter.
Earlierinour history thecel ebration of thank-
ing God for the harvest wasmorethan just a
cultural time of celebration (which it has
become today). The thanksgiving celebra-
tion was about having enough to eat so
literally, lifecoul d continue. For must of usin
our time, harvest is something somebody
does somewhere so that we might purchase
food at thelocal grocery store. | do not mean
tobecritical of that, becauseitisawonderful
thing. However, | do think we often take the
blessingsof food and fellowshipfor granted,
andintheprocess, |oseaval uableconnection
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A Time of Thanksgiving

to God and to each other.

In Psalm 107 the psalmist
writes that we ought to give
thanks to the Lord, for heis
good, his love endures forever. We cel-
ebratethesebeautiful wordsof hopefor all of
us. Now | am sure that the one who wrote
these words of poetry was not one who just
sat around writing and contemplating. Our
forefathers and foremothers had the same
struggles, if not moredifficult ones, then we
do. Andyetevenwiththeir difficulties, many,
likethispsalmist could openly givethanksfor
God' senduring love.

Thisthanksgiving season | would invite
youtotakeseriously theact of givingthanks.
Even though you might have had a very
difficult year, continue to give heart felt
thanksto the God who has shown hisloveto
usinJesusChrist. I try tocontinually remem-
ber tothank Godfor my family that lovesme,
aneighborhood | canfeel at homein, ahouse
that keeps me warm, food to eat, and a
churchfamily that takesseriousthecall tobe
the hands and feet of Jesus.
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Faith and Fear Series
Date Change
October 30, 7:00 p.m.

We al know the difficulty of living by
faith inour world. It isnot an easy thing. So
often fear (fear of others, fear for our safety,
the safety of our families) can takethe place
of faithinour heartsand lead usin directions
away from God and the love of Christ.
Throughout history fear has been used to
encouragemistrust amongfriendsandfamily
members, turn neighbor against neighbor
and even used as atool to make war.

At Our Redeemer’ s we believe that the
more we understand about each other, our
neighbors and theworld, the more equipped
wearetoliveby faith. InOctober our Natural
Church Devel opment teamwill sponsor their
4thpresentationinour Faithand Fear series.
The Rev. Michel Okitakoyi Lundula, a
seminary student and native of Ugandawill
be at the church and speak about the faith
issues concerning his life experiences on
October 30 at 7:00 p.m. Please fedl free to
invitefriendsand neighbors.

New Date for Charge
Conference - Saturday,
November 17 at 10:15 a.m.
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by Carolyn Meneely

As members of this congregation
will you faithfully participate in its
ministries by your prayers, your
presence, your gifts and your
service?

Thisisaquestion asked when joining a
United Methodist congregation. | like this
guestion—it’ sstraight forward, achecklist—
four steps to remind us what we can do as
part of our churchfamily —prayers, presence,
giftsand service.

Our Redeemer’ sisachurchstronginits
participation in ministries. We have fought
poverty through the Appalachian Service
Project (ASP) and rebuilt in New Orleans
after Hurricane Katrina. But what if you
cannot taketimetogo onaweeklongmission
trip? Do you feel your contributions are not
enough? How can you participate?

Prayers, presence, gifts and service are
theanswer. Individually they seemsimplebut
together they createastrong and grace-filled
churchfamily.

Prayers bind us together whether it is
Sunday worship or during the week — for
blessings, for asick friend, for peace or as
daily devotion.

Church Membership

Pr esence—beingtogetherinworship—is
theheart of churchlife. Wegreet each other,
sing, pray, hear the lessons of scripture and
sermon. Our Redeemer’ shasthree services
each Sunday, three different worship times,
three chances to be present together.

Our Gifts are not only monetary ones.
Using our spiritual giftsprovidesuswiththe
knowledge that we are fulfilling God’ s pur-
pose for us. In October, our Celebration
luncheon honored Our Redeemer’s many
gifts.

Finally, Servicedoesn't needto beel abo-
rateor timeconsuming— or involveleaving
Schaumburg. Each Sunday, many work to-
gether so worship services go smoothly and
aregrace-filled. Fromgreetersand ushers, to
acolytes, liturgist, scripture readers, choir
members, pastor and lay speakers, even the
refreshment serversin Wesley Hall —all are
opportunities for service. If worship is the
heart of churchlife, thenserviceinworshipis
the blood.

After asking the question, the next state-
mentis: If so, say | will. Answer with aloud
“1 will” and sharein Our Redeemer’slove.



YOUTH DIRECTOR
Youth News

6:33 Worship

Attention all youth and adults. Haveyou
beento 6:33yet? Areyouwondering what it
is? 6:33 is a new worship gathering that
meetsevery Sunday eveningat 6:33p.m. Itis
out-of-the box worship with a live band. |
wouldencourageall youthtogiveit ashot—
itisvery exciting!

by Marianne Rogenski

Our youth groups—Jr. High and Sr.
High—meet after that service from 7:30-
8:30 p.m.

6th Annual Open Mic Night
November 16, 7:00 p.m.

Come one and al for this community
talent show of sortsl We are looking for
talent of all kinds—Ilook for asign up inthe
narthex. We also want you to invite your
friends and just come out and enjoy thefun!

Appalachia Service Project

The Appalachia Service Project (ASP)
trip will be June 14-21, 2008. Thereis still
time to sign up with the ASP Team. Please
contact Marianne, 847-882-6116, if you are
interested.

Thenext ASPmeetingwill beNovember
8,7:00-8:15p.m. A fina commitmenttothe
team and a $120 deposit per person are due
at this meeting.

Please contact Marianne if the cost isa
problem. We have scholarships and other
arrangements can be made!

New Orleans Mission Team
Date to be Determined
If you are interested in going to New

Orleans in 2008 please contact Marianne,
847-882-6116!

November
Birthdays

Allison Gorvett 11/9

NicholasMeyer 11/25
Jonathan Dean 11/27
Patrick Brock 11/29
Kimberly Trenn 11/30

Charge Conference
November 17, 10:15 am.

All members of Our Redeemer’s

areencouragedtoattendtheAll Church
Charge Conference Saturday, Novem-
ber 17 at 10:15 am.
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Education Notes
by Gwyn Greenwalt

R

R

Our Sunday School program continues
to run along as usual. We love to see the
happy faces of our kids as the join us on
Sunday mornings. Over thepast two months,
it's been touching to see how much the
teachers connect with our kids, and how
dedicated they are to sharing new lessons
with them each week. Be sure to let your
child’ steacher know how muchyou appreci-
atetheir service.

We would like to remind parents that
younger children (Preschool through 6™
Grade) should not be dropped off to their
classrooms until about 8:55a.m., and they
need to be picked upinatimely fashion after
the worship service. Our teachers need the
time before Sunday School to set up their
classrooms and lesson plans, and like you,
they are eager to fellowship with othersin
Wesley Hall when the worship service is
done.

We continue to practice our Christmas
songsfor our Sunday School Christmaspro-
gram, scheduled to take place on Sunday,
December 16 (both services). This service
will beajoint effort between Sunday School
students, the youth choirs, and the youth
chime choir. The program will include sev-
eral costume and narration parts, so anyone
interested in these partswill need to commit
to attending a rehearsal scheduled for the
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morning of Saturday, December 15 and both
services on December 16. We're also inter-
ested in any of thetalentsof our high school
studentswho may want totakeamoreactive
roleintheChristmasprogram. Contact Gwyn
Greenwalt with any questions at 847-882-
6116. Moreinformationwill becominghome
with the studentsin the next few weeks.

Family
Ministries
Notes

It's just the begin-
ning of November, but I’'m sure we're all
startingto seethecalendar fill withtheactivi-
ties of Thanksgiving and Christmas. Family
Ministriesdoesnot havea® planned” activity
thismonth, but we do encourageeveryoneto
joinusfor the Advent Festival on Saturday,
December 1 at 4:00 p.m. We'll have the
fellowship of a potluck, crafts for the kids,
and an uplifting timetogether aswe prepare
thechurchfor the celebrationsof Christmas.

Also, mark your calendar for Saturday,
December 15 at 2:30 p.m. Everyone is in-
vitedtojointogether for Christmascaroling.
We will visit Friendship Village as well as
other locations throughout the Schaumburg
area, andthenreturnto churchfor hot choco-
late and a potluck dinner.



Nothing But Nets Campaign
Send a Net, Save a Life

TheUnited NationsFoundation hasbeen
working with the UN to fight malaria for
years. But it was acolumn that Sports|llus-
trated columnist Rick Reilly wrote about
malariain 2006 that |ed to the creation of the
Nothing But Nets campaign. It is a global,
grassrootsinitiativeto savelivesby prevent-
ing malaria, a leading killer of children in
Africa. Founding campaign partnersinclude
the National Basketball Association'SNBA
Cares, ThePeopleof theUnited M ethodist
Church, and Sports Illustrated.

Malariaispreventable, butinfectsnearly
500 million people each year and killsmore
than one million of those who become in-
fected. Ninety percent of deaths caused by
malariaoccurin Africawherethediseaseisa
leadingkiller of children. Every 30 secondsa
childdiesfrommalaria.

Every $10 donation to Nothing But Nets
goes directly toward the purchase, distribu-
tion, and education about the proper use of
an insecticide-treated bed net. The Bill and
M elindaGatesFoundation will matcheach
donation, dollar for dollar. Bed netswork in
two ways. They stop the mosquitoes from
biting during the night and spreading the
diseaseandtheinsecticideonthenetkillsthe
mosquitoes when they land on it, stopping
themfromflyingontofindtheir nextvictim.
A family of 4 can sleep under aninsecticide-
treated bed net, safe from malaria, for up to
four years. The benefits of bed nets extend
even further than the family. When enough
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nets are used, the insecticide used to deter
mosguitoesmakesentirecommunitiessafer—
including even thoseindividual swho do not
have nets.

Although $10 for a bed net may not
sound like much, the cost makesthem out of
reach for most people at risk of malariain
Africa, where many people survive on less
than$1aday. Thisiswherewe, the peopleof
ORUMC, have the chance to contribute.
Your Thanksgivingofferingthisyear will
be used by the Nothing But Nets cam-
paign. Just as Christ reached out to those
whoweremost inneed, sotoowecanhelpin
our small way to eradicate malaria in sub-
SaharanAfrica.
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Crisis Center Items

For November the Crisis Center needs
non-perishable and boxed goods such as
canned fruit, soups, applesauce, ravioli,
Spaghettio’s, chili, and sloppy Joemix. They
can aso use pasta and sauces, juice boxes,
saltine and graham crackers, granola bars,
fruit and pudding cups, instant tea, and soft
drink mixes(likeKool-Aid).

Please place items in the Crisis Center
box in the office.




Remember those
who are less -4

Gifts from
the Heart

by Carol Hollingsworth

Since the time of the Magi and the birth
of the Christ child, gifts have been givento
children at Christmastime. Once again, the
congregation of Our Redeemer’s has the
chanceto brightentheholidaysfor achild by
providing gifts to children through the pro-
gram, Gifts from the Heart.

This is the 21st year that the program
Gifts from the Heart has been implemented
here. Membersof thecongregationaregiven
the opportunity to sign up for the number of
children they wishto sponsor. Thisyear you
may sign up in the narthex on October 28,
November 4 and November 11. ChildServ
requests that no more than $60 be spent on
each child. The names of the children you
sponsor and awish list for each child will be
given to you on November 18 or November
25. Then the unwrapped gifts, bundled to-
gether for each child, are returned on Sun-
day, December 2, where they will be deliv-
eredto ChildServ by the Giftsfromthe Heart
elves.

ChildServ, theUnited M ethodi st agency
that serves foster children, has been very
appreciative of our congregation’s efforts
eachyearinprovidinggiftsfor children. Gifts
from the Heart hasbeen very well supported
by the Our Redeemer’ s congregation and |
hopethat, once again, you will find that it is
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avery worthy outreach to children, and you
will find it in your heart to add another or
several additional childrentoyour Christmas
list.

If you have any questions about Gifts
from the Heart, please contact Carol
Hollingsworth at 847-882-6116 or
clh1325@comcast.net.

Club

. . é{ Scrapbook

November 16, 6:00-11:00 p.m.

Attention any adults interested in
scrapbooking or making cards. A fun new
social group hasformed at Our Redeemer’s.
Every 3rd Friday of the month from 6:00 —
11:00 p.m. in Wesley Hall agroup of adults
will begatheringtoshareinfellowshipanda
common hobby.

If you are an experienced scrapbooker/
card maker or you would like to learn more
about this hobby, please feel free to attend.
No reservations required.

Pleasebringall of your own suppliesand
any snacks or beverages for the evening. If
youwouldlikealist of basic supplies, please
call Laura Machonis, 847-882-6116.

Due to Christmas we will meet on De-
cember 28 instead of December 21.



Voter Registration
November 4

Shirley Odegaard will be registering
voters between services on November 4.
Y oumust beaCook County resident and you
need a valid ID in order to register. Make
sureyou areregistered intimeto votein the
February primaries.

If you have questions about registration,
call Shirley at 847-882-6116.
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THANKSGIVING WORSHIP &£/ SERVICE

Combined Thanksgiving Service
November 20, 7:30 p.m.

All members and friends of Our
Redeemer’ sareinvitedto attend acombined
Thanksgiving service Tuesday, November
20 at 7:30 p.m. Members and friends from
Our Saviour's, Roselle and Salem United
Methodist Churcheswill joinwith usat Our
Redeemer’s. A combined choir will be lead
by our director, Cathy Scott.

Clergy fromall four churcheswill partici-
pate in the service. The collection for the
evening will go toward the Nothing But
Nets Campaign to stamp out malaria in
Africa(seethearticleelsewhereinthenews-
letter).

Please plan to come and bring afriend.

UNITED METHODIST
ra I
i N

UMM Breakfast Meeting
November 10, 8:00 a.m.

The United Methodist Men’s regular
monthly breakfast meeting isNovember 11,
8:00 am. at Old Country Buffet.

All menof thechurcharewel come. Con-
tact Mar shall Nystrom, 847-882-6116, for
details.
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Pizza
)

Sale
TheUnited Methodist Menwill betaking
ordersfor pizzastarting in October.

Pizza will be available for pickup Sun-
day, November 18.

All Saints Sunday

On Sunday, November 4 we will honor
thosewhodiedinthepast year. If youwould
like aloved one remembered in the service,
please call Donna in the office, 847-882-
6116.
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Upcoming Caring Ministry activities
Habitat for Humanity - (Saturdays) Dec.
8, Jan. 26, March 1, April 19.

Rogers Park Soup Kitchen - (Sundays)
Dec. 9, January 13, Feb. 10, March 9, April
13

Blood Drive - Thursday, December 6

Crop for aCause (Scrap-booking event)
- Saturday, March 1, 2008

Appalachian Service Project - June 14-
21, 2008

Pleaserefer to our Brochure, “ 2007 Car-
ing Ministries’ (in the narthex) or to the
church website for more information.

“Let us consider how to stir up one
another to love and good works.”

Hebrews 10: 24

UMW
Silent
Auction
and
Potluck

November 4, 11:45 a.m.

YOU are invited to the UMW Silent
Auction Fund Raiser for the Community
CrisisCenter!

When: Sunday November 4

Where: Wesley Hall @ Our Redeemer’s
Time: 11:45 am. (right after the 2nd
service)

What to bring: A dish to pass and some
cash to bid on the Silent Auction items!

It will beafun experienceand wewill be
hel pingtheCommunity CrisisCenter inElgin.
If you have questions or donations, please
call SherrieCottrell, 847-882-6116.

Finance Report

Thefollowing isthe financial report through September 2007. The Finance Committee
meets the third Tuesday of the month. All are welcome.
YTD Actual vs. Budget Through September 2007

Actual
Congregation Gifts & Tithes 231,219
Sprint & T-Mobile Rent 26,596
Other Income 20,566
Total Income 278,380
Total Expenses 274,711
Net Income (Loss) 3,670
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Budget $ Change % Change
236,204 (4,985) 2%
20,325 6,271 31%
19,713 853 4%
276,242 2,138 1%
289,507 (14,796) 5%
(13,265) 16,935



Advent Festival Potluck
December 1 at 4:00 p.m.

Bring thewholefamily (and friendstoo)
to our Advent Festival Potluck! Youwill get
to decorate the church for the Advent and
Christmas seasons. Our young children will
make Christmas crafts with the help of our
older youth.

Childrenwill evenbeabletositonSanta's
lap, tell him what they want for Christmas,
and have their picturestaken. We'll dl join
together in the sanctuary to sing our favorite
Christmas carols with the help of our very
own chancel choir! The choir, under the
direction of Cathy Scott, will also bring us
joyfully into the Advent season.

What is an Our Redeemer’s gathering
without food? That’s right! 1t's a potluck.
Bringyour favoritedishtoshare. Everything
elsewill beprovided. Itwill beagreat timeof
fellowship.

You'll experience al this and more at
4:00 p.m. on December 1. And you will still
havetime afterward for other important Sat-
urday eveningactivities.

‘U
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Blood Drive December 6

Our Redeemer’s will host the
Schaumburg area blood drive on Thursday,
December 6 from 3:00 to 8:30 p.m. On
Sundays during November you can make a
reservation to donate. Y ou can alsofeel free

to drop in and donate.
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Church Ladies Nite Out
November 28, 7:00 p.m.

The Church Ladies will be going out
Wednesday, November 28toMax & Erma’s
onBarringtonandHigginsat 7:00p.m. Please
joinusand bring afriend! If you arein need
of aride or have any questions, please call
Bev Wilkes at 847-882-6116.

Good CHRISTMASNEWS: we will be
going to the Big Bowl in the Streets of
Woodfield shopping center on Wednesday,
December 19 at 7:00 p.m. If you dislike the
Woodfield areadue to heavy shopping traf-
fic, thiswould beagoodtimetojoinusaswe
can meet in the church parking lot and car
pool. Bev will be making reservations for
that night, so pleaselet her know inadvance.

Comejoin usin good fellowship, good
fun and good music.

United Methodist Women
November 17, 9:00 a.m.

All women areinvited to join usfor our
next Breakfast meeting at the church Satur-
day, November 17 at 9:00 a.m. Our program
isentitled“World Thank Service- Sustainers
of Life.”

Thisyear’ sservicehasprayersandinflu-
ences from the Native American heritage.
Everyoneis encouraged to bring her Thank
Offering Coin Boxesto the service.

Join us for FUN, FELLOWSHIP AND
FRIENDSHIP. Breakfast is provided.



\Order Your
,Qo""s e t.‘a% The Promise of Christmas
1

by JoAnne Gregorash

Over two thousand years ago, a young woman named Mary was expecting a child. No
human knew, save her and Joseph, that the baby shewas carrying wasto beaKing that would
saveusall. At Our Redeemer’sitisour tradition to celebrate the birth of Jesus, our Lord, by
filling the sanctuary and church with flowersfor Christmas. That Christ cameto usasababy
to save us from our sinsis the best reason | know for a celebration.

Asinthepast, membersandfriendsaregiventheopportunity to purchase Poinsettias(red,
whiteand pink) and“lend” them to the church to decorate our church and sanctuary in Honor
of theBlessed Event. Weinviteall membersandfriendsto continuethistraditionandfor those
who are new to Our Redeemer’ s to become part of our celebration.

Orderingiseasy. Yousimply needtofill intheformbelow and dropitinthe basket inthe
narthex with your payment. The price this year will be $11.00. We will order for you, take
delivery for you and use your flowers to decorate the sanctuary and the church.

After Christmas, you may take your flowers home and enjoy their beauty in your own
house. Thedeadlinefor ordering thisyear isSunday, December 9. Won’ t you hel puscel ebrate
Christ’ shirthinthissmall way so all may ook around and enjoy the beauty of theflowersand
remember the JOY of the shepherds and the promise of PEACE and GOOD WILL to ALL
people.

Name Phone
Quantity: Red: White: Pink:
In Memory of:

In Honor of:
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The congregation extends deepest sym-
pathy to Debbie Oster and her family onthe
death of Debbie sfather, Bill Kubes.

Thank You

On behalf of Mu Phi Epsilon interna-
tional professional music fraternity and the
ElginOperaCompany, | wouldliketo extend
our Thanks to Our Redeemer’s UMC for
hel ping to host An Afternoon of Ariasevent
held on September 23. Weenjoyed the after-
noon so much!

A specia thanks to Carolyn Meneely
for all of her assistance. | would also liketo
take this opportunity to thank the members
of the Chancel Choir who provided “good-
ies’, helped set up and clean up.

Thank you al again.
Sincerdy,
Marion Kehrberg

November 4, 2:00 a.m.
Set your clocks back 1 hour.
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Personal Notes

apﬁsms

Delia Rose Smith, daughter of Carol
and Doug Smith and granddaughter of
Archie and Judy Wilson, was baptized on
October 14.

Thank You

My family would liketo thank everyone
foral your support, prayers, cardsand meals.
| am still healing from my surgery, asisRay
fromhis.

Ithasbeenarough several monthsandall
of you have helped to make it bearable.
Thank you so much.

Love,
Lauraand Ray Ziebell
and Billy



THANKSGIVING IS A GREAT OPPORTUNITY TO “COUNT OUR BLESSINGS.”
GOD BLESSES EACH OF US DAILY IN SO MANY WAYS. SOLVE THE
FOLLOWING MATH PROBLEMS. THEN WRITE THE WORDS ON THE

NUMBERED LINES BELOW TO COMPLETE EPHESIANS 1:3, NIV.

Father 10+ 15 = in
10+ 9 = heavenly 6 -3= to
10+ 5 = blessed 12 -6 = and
2-1= Praise 6+ 6 = Christ
7+ 7= has 18 - 9 = our
11+ 11 = every 22 -11 = Jesus
12+ 12 = blessing 1+ 1= be
10+ 10 = realms 7+ 6= who
13+ 13 = Christ 2+ 2= the
8+ 8= us 10-5 = God
8+ 9= in 4+ 4= of
5+5= Lord 94+ 9= the
10+ 11 = with 10+ 13 = spiritual
1 2 =2 a 5 S
r
7 o 10 11 12
12 14 15 16 17 12
19 20 21 22
rr
23 24 25 26
EPHESIANS 1:3, NIV
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Visit our web site: www.orumc.org
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