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HOLIDAY SCHEDULE
11/28 4:00 p.m.- Holiday Festival
3:

12/3 00 to 8:30 p.m.- Blood Drive

12/4 8:00 a.m. - UMM Elgin District Advent Gathering

12/5 Gifts from the Heart - Bring Gifts

12/11 8:00 a.m. - UMM Meeting

12/11 1:00 to 5:00 p.m. - Betty Oster's Birthday Open
House

12/12 9:00 and 10:30 a.m. - Lessons in Carols

12/18 8:30 a.m. - UMW Meeting

12/19 2:00 p.m. - Jr & Sr High Christmas Caroling

12/24 5:00 p.m. - Christmas Eve Family Service
7:30 p.m. - Christmas Eve Worship
11:00 p.m. - Christmas Eve Communion Service

12/25 Merry Christmas
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Angel of the Month
Melissa Slife

Our Christmasangel, M elissahasbeena
member of Our Redeemer’sfor only afew
years along with her husband, Mike. This
past June, shegave usanother member inthe
person of her new baby daughter, Samatha.

Melissa works full time and gives very
generously of her free time. She and Mike
have both been choir members. (Melissahas
just returned to choir; Mike remains on sab-
batical with the new baby.)

Sheisvery activeintheUMW by hel ping
with the programming and helps out the
Board often. Melissa attended the UMW
Regional Conference with her Mom and
brought back many stories and information
to us. Sheis now amember of the Nomina-
tion Committee and for a few hours each
month is able to attend Moms Night Out to
sharefellowship and now baby talk.

Melissa is a wonderful example of the
young new members of Our Redeemer’s. A
littletimecangoalongway inhelpingtogive
alot of Christmas cheer.

Thank you, Melissafor making thisyear
alittle brighter.
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Faith in Times of War

Asall of ushavebecomepainfully aware
that our nationisinvolvedinanongoing war
in Irag and Afghanistan. There are many in
our church family who have friends, family
members or colleagues whose lives have
beentouched by thisongoing conflict. Weas
followers of Jesusare called to minister to a
broken worldin timesof war and in times of
peace. In relation to the current conflict let
me suggest the following.

1. Pray daily.

Pray for peace. Also pray for those who
are in harm’s way, our service men and
women and for those who find this war in
their homeland. Especially pray for the chil-
dren; of our service men and women and for
those who live in Afghanistan and Iraq.

2. Foster an attitude of gratitude.

Let us be thankful for those among us
who are in the service and who have sacri-
ficed on behalf of our country. Let us also
give thanksfor those who continually work
for ajust peacein our world, even when that
isnot popular.

3. Find a personal connection.

First, if youknow afamily with someone
intheservice, look for waysto support them.
Second, find away in which you can help
thosewho are suffering fromwar. Thereare
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many organi zationsand agenciesthat minis-
ter to people in areas of war (The United
Methodist Committee on Relief, Red Cross
and others). Third, get to know a veteran.
Many of our members in the church have
servedinthemilitary. It canbeagifttousand
tothemtolistentotheir stories. They haveso
much to teach us. It is so important that we
know war has a human face.

4. Finally, to all who have children or
wor k with children.

Make an effort to talk to your children
about these issues in their life. In an age
appropriate way, let them know what you
believe about issues of war and peace. Let
them know why you believetheway you do.
Answer their questions. L et them know how
your faith in Jesushel psyou makedecisions
about difficult issueslikethese. Inthefuture
they, like us, will need to make decisionson
hard issues. Faith is a wonderful gift from
God to help us in difficult times. | believe
your sharing your thoughts and faith with
them will help them know how to make
decisions based on the life giving power of
Jesus, not the political correctness of their
time, the slogansof their time, or thefears of
their time.

Grace and Peace,
Pastor Bl



Talent at Our Redeemer’s

On Sunday, November 14 theyouth coun-
cil sponsored our annual Open Mic night. It
wasawonderful night of funandfellowship.
As well as enjoying the performances of
many of our youth and adults, we also had a
wonderful variety of talents shared by our
children. Brian Higgins shared his skills at
thepiano. Mar cusHill read ussomepoetry.
Isaac Rogenski told us some wonderful
jokes. lan Shaw sangasolo. Abby Hill sang
with her brother. M elanie, Chrisand Nicole
Johnson sang ussongsabout camping. Also,
one of our founding members, Betty Oster,
gave us awonderful rendition of two songs
fromKay Kyser, promptly receivingastand-
ing ovation.

There was one other moment that stood
out for me during the show. A young man, a
friend of oneof our youth grabbed ahymnal,
found Amazing Grace and led usin singing
that powerful hymn of faith. As| remember
our youth, children and adults sharing their
gifts, helping us laugh, allowing us some
touching momentstocry, | couldn’t help but
think that Jesuswassmilingandthat “ church”
doesn’t get any better than this. Aswe con-
tinue to support each other and work on
behalf of the gospel of Jesus Christ wetruly
become a people of that amazing grace that
God offerstous. Thankstoour youth council
and all who helped planthisevent for us. I'll
seeyou all there next year.

Grace and Peace,
Pastor Bill

by Marianne Rogenski

What a great month November was for
the youth!

Westarted of f with our first youth dinner
on November 7 between 5:45 and 6:45pm.
We had aterrific turnout—30 kids! We had
pizza, drinks, and dessert along with games
and fellowship. It was agreat timefor all.

Onthel4thweheld our 3rd annual Open
MicNight—broughtto ORUM Cby theRock.
This was an amazing night of fun, food,
fellowship, and entertainment enjoyed by
just under 100 people—friends, members of
ORUMC, and family. We had songs, jokes,
bands, piano solos, and poetry among other
things. Everyone did an awesome job and |
am sure that | am not alone in thinking that
Betty Oster stole the show when she got up
and sang—it touched us all. Check
www.orumc.org if you missed it!

The 28th wasthe Advent Festival where
once again the children enjoyed a special
visitor, making ornaments, and eating—
thanksto the Jr. and Sr. High studentsfor all
of their help!

Now December is here and | can’'t be-
lieveit but we have another fun-filled month
ahead and hope to see you all soon!

It is time to think about the ski trip in
2005, which will be January 21-23. We will
bestayingat Wesl ey Woodsagainand skiing




at Alpine Valley on Saturday. The cost is
$90.00 per personwhichincludesequipment
rental (itisslightly lessif youhaveyourown.)
Y ou can ski or snowboard. It isawonderful
weekend so please contact Cathy Mottar if
you are interested. We have to have your
money and registration form no later than
December 15.

| justwant tohighlight oneevent—Christ-
mas caroling. Thiswill be on December 19
thisyear. Wewill havecarolingandascaven-
ger hunt from 2-5pm with dinner and hot
chocolate at church from 5-6pm. If you are
able to help either with driving or with the
dinner, please let Marianne know ASAP!

Heifer Project.

The Sunday School and Education Com-
mittee are sponsoring the Heifer Interna-
tional Gift Market again this year. From
November 28 to December 19 they will be
collecting money for Heifer International
between servicesin the Narthex.

The money collected is used to provide
animals for families around the world to
raise. The gift keeps on giving as offspring
from those animals are passed on to other
needy families. Youcan“buy” agift suchas
chickens, goats, half-a-cow, etc. and have
them donated in honor of your friends and
relatives (Pastor Bill is partial to goats).

The Sunday School children have been
saving money for the Heifer Project intheir
Ark Banks. If you still have an Ark Bank,
pleaseturnit in to the office.
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Youth Calendar

Jr. High Schedule
December
5 4-5pm Confirmation
5 6pmMYF
19 2-5pm Caroling and scavenger hunt
19 5-6 pm Dinner
January
9 4-5pm Confirmation
9 56pmMYF
21-23  Ski Trip
23 4-5pm Confirmation
23 56pmMYF

Sr. High Schedule
December
5 6:30-8pmMYF
12 6:30-8 pm MY F (Notethisisnew!)
19 2-5pm Caroling and scavenger hunt
19 5-6 pm Dinner
January
9 6:30-8pmMYF
16 6:30-8pmMYF
21-23  Ski Trip

Therewill beoneor twoyouthdinnersin
January, they will be announced at a later
date!

10:30 Sunday School

Starting December 5 there will be two
Sunday School classes at 10:30 am. One
classwill befor children 3 yearsoldthrough
Kindergarten. The other class will be for
children in 1st through 4th grades.

The nursery will also be available for
children under 3 yearsold.



2005 Budget

The Ad Council approved the finalized
balanced budget proposed by the Finance
Committee at the November 18 meeting. It
representsan increasein expenses of almost
$14,000 over the 2004 budget.

TheFall Stewardship campaign resulted
in more than $282,000 in commitments for
Our Redeemersin2005. Of 116 givers(indi-
viduals, couples, or families), 91 increased
their commitment above last year’ samount.
We also expect to receive $47,000 from
others based on last years giving patterns.

In addition, Our Redeemer’s receives
income from other sources, like Christian
CornersChildren Center, Christmasand Eas-
ter offeringsthat weestimatewill be$24,900.

We expect our expensesfor staff, minis-
triesand worship, building upkeep and other
ongoing programswill be $379,500in 2005.

Stewardship Commitment $282,300
Estimate Based On Past Giving ~ $47,000

Other Income $24,900
Total Operating Income $354,200
Sprint Rent Income $25,300
Total Budgeted Income $379,500
Total Budgeted Expenses $379,500

Financial Update

Thefollowingisour financial statusasof
October 31, 2004. Our total incomeincludes
Regular Envelope Income, Sprint Income,
and Other Funds Income (such as Loose
Plate, CCCC Pre-School, Easter Offering).

Total Income $322,967

Total Expenses $311,825

Net Surplus $11,142
American

ﬁ Cancer

2 - Society

Road to Recovery

Because many cancer patients require
daily or weekly treatments, may betooill to
drive, or do not have family to help with
transportation, the Road to Recovery pro-
gram providescancer patientswithtranspor-
tation to and from scheduled cancer treat-
ment appointments. Volunteer drivers do-
nate a few hours each month and use their
personal vehicles to take patients to treat-
ment and return them to their homes.

If you are interested in providing these
rides, or other volunteer opportunities, please
call Linda Brady at the American Cancer
Society, 847-358-3965.
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A Crisis Center

F,#ﬁﬁ Items for

December

Theitems for December will be lotions
and soaps. As the holidays approach these
itemswill be used to giveto the Mothersfor
Christmasgifts.

Thank you all for supporting the center
and for caring for the Community Crisis
Center’ swoman and children.

IE“ t.,.:*‘a ﬂ,ﬂ Mom's Night Out

December 2, 7:00 p.m.
Note - Thursday Night

Please join us for a night of food and
fellowship at Damon’s Restaurant. Mom’s
Night Out isfor all moms, but especially for
those with school age or younger children.

Call Annette Brown, 847-882-8679, to
RSVP or just drop in for dessert.

Blood Drive
December 3, 3:00 to 8:30 p.m.

Our Redeemer’ s hosts the Schaumburg
Blood drive December 3 from 3:00 to 8:30
p.m. All are welcome. Reservations are not
required.

UMM Advent Breakfast
December 4, 8:00 a.m.

The United Methodist Men of Our
Redeemer’s are hosting the Elgin District
United Methodist Men's Advent Gathering
on December 4 at 8:00 a.m.

Therewill beaworship serviceand com-
munion followed by breakfast and fellow-
ship. All men of the church are invited to
attend.

Please call John Machonis, 847-882-
1966, to RSV P.

Remember Hhioae
Wi GPE less
forturate

Gifts from
the Heart

December 5 - Bring Gifts

Thanks to all who have signed up to
provide Christmas gifts to children from
ChildServ, aUnited M ethodist agency serv-
ing foster children in the Chicago area.

ChildServ so appreciatesthesupport that
Our Redeemer’s has provided in the past.
They couldn’ t help so many childrenwithout
the help from churcheslike us.

Please remember to return your un-
wrapped gifts Sunday, December 5.

Special thanks to Carol and Glen
Hollingsworth who have sponsored Gifts
from the Heart since its beginning at Our
Redeemer’s.



ASP News

TheAppalachian ServiceProjecttripwill
be July 30-August 7—please note the date
and get in on your calendars! If you are il
interested please contact Marianne ASAP.

Our next meeting will be announced
shortly.

UMM Breakfast Meeting
December 11, 8:00 a.m.

All men of Our Redeemer’sareinvited
to attend the United Methodist Men’ sregu-
lar monthly breakfast meeting at Maxfield's
Restaurant. Come enjoy breakfast and fel-
lowship.

Lessons in Carols

Musical Worship Service
December 12, 9:00 and 10:30 a.m.

Thebirthof Christiscelebrated through-
out theworldinsongandstory. Thechoirsof
Our Redeemer'swill lead the worship ser-
vices on Sunday, December 12 at both 9:00
and 10:30 am.

Through scripture and music, we will
recognize the global celebration of Christ's
coming. Pleasejoin usfor these special ser-
vices.

This service is in lieu of the Vespers
servicethat we have held in previousyears
on a Sunday afternoon in December.
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Children's Christmas Program
December 12, 4:00 p.m.
CANCELLED

TheChildren’ sChristmasProgram, origi-

nally planned for December 12 at 4:00 p.m.
hasbeen cancelled.

K
PO S

Church Ladies’ Night Out
December 15, 7:00 p.m.

A group of ladies of ALL AGES from
Our Redeemer’s goes out to dinner once
every month for good food and good fellow-
ship.

Please join us on December 15 at 7:00
p.m. at YU's Restaurant on Golf Rd right
behind the Outback. If you don't want to go
alone or need a ride, please contact Bev
Wilkes at 630-837-7889.



United Methodist Women
December 18, 8:30 a.m.

Snowmen, Gifts, Christmas Carolsand
Friends. These are a few of our favorite
things.

All women of the church are invited to
attend our Christmas Meeting on Saturday
morning, December 18 at 8:30 am. in the
Wesley Room. Our morning program will
include our annual Christmas Ornament Ex-
change. Please bring an ornament for your
2004 Prayer Partner (the person you sent
cards to).

We will also select Prayer Partners for
2005 at the meeting (if you have gquestions
contact Annette Brown @ 847-882-8629).
This is aways a fun event and a festive
breakfast is provided.

i

Currently the Staff/Parish Committee is
looking to fill two new paid positions at Our
Redeemer’s in the coming year. Any quali-
fied and interested candidates should contact
the church office.

Director of Christian

Education

Director of Christian Educationwould be
a part-time, salaried position consisting of
approximately 20 hours a week. Responsi-
bilities would include working closely with
the Education Committee, supporting our
Sunday School classes and teachers; plus
facilitating Adult Education programsaswell,
including Bible studies, Leadership Training
and New Member classes.

Praise Team Accompanist

Praise Team accompanist would be a 10
month position, from September through
June. Duringthistime, theaccompanist would
be expected to assist the praise team at a
minimum of two weeknight rehearsals each
month, then play for both of the 9 and 10:30
AM Alternative Worship Experience (AWE)
services on the third Sunday.

Organist

In addition to the new positions, we are
again looking for a new organist.

The organist position is a year round
positioninvolvingrehearsal timesonWednes-
day evening and Sunday morning in addition
to thetwo Sunday worship servicesand extra
holiday services during the year.



Betty
Oster's
Birthday

December 11, 1:00 to 5:00 p.m.
All areinvitedtoan"OpenHouse" Birth-
day Celebrationfor Betty Oster 's81st Birth-
day.
When: Saturday, December 11th, any-
time between 1:00 p.m. and 5:00 p.m.

Where: Jeff and Nancy M cPherson's
home 1406 Colby L ane, Schaumburg. Please
call 847-891-7534 if you need directions.

Come, visit awhile and enjoy some re-
freshments, birthday cake, and fellowship.

Please no gifts - your presenceisagift.

Hope you can stop by and share some
time with Betty!

Thank You

At Thanksgivingtimel amgrateful tothe
peoplefromORUM Cfor their prayers, hugs,
cards and phonecalls.

A special thank youto Pastor Bill for all
of his support.

DonnaWélls
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Personal Notes

%.zth
Sy mpat
The congregation extends sympathy to

BarbaraWill and her family on the death of
Barb’s mother Doris Scott.

DorishadbeenaFriendshipVillageresi-
dent and had been attending Our Redeemer’s
for 22 years.

Wealso extend sympathy to Dan Brown
and hisfamily on the death of Dan’ s grand-
mother, Anita Brown.

December Birthdays
12/01 Kiana M cClelland
12/05 Matt Young
12/07 Blake Breda
12/07 Lukas Torgerson
12/14 C.J. Kulprathipanja
12/20 Lauren Brown
12/21 Abby Hill
12/22 Jill Mur phy
12/27 Dominic Gomes
12/27 Brendan Gor vett
12/27 TaraHernandez
12/28 Kevin Balk
12/28 Joey Dombek
12/29 Nick Pope
12/30 David Miller
12/30 Steven Miller



The Birth of Jesus Foretold

The prophet Isaiah foretold the birth of Jesus Christ.
Isaiah knew that Jesus would be called a peacemaker, but
that He would also be called by other names.

Use the code to find out what Isaiah said Jesus would be called.
CODE:

AlB C‘D‘EFGH 1J K‘ L‘M‘NOPQRSTU‘V‘W‘X‘YZ
X

ZY XWVUTSRQPONML K|J GF

T LW VEV IOZHGRMT
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Isaiah 9:6, NIV
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